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Humboldt Reminden

Christ Furniture Store to Celebrate 75 Years

Big box stores, online shopping and the
mobility of shoppers has changed the land-
scape of small-town businesses. Add in the
COVID pandemic shut-down and many
of those businesses have had difficulty re-
maining viable. Christ Furniture in Eagle
Grove is an outstanding exception.

Christ Furniture was started in a store
across the street from their current loca-
tion, 205 West Broadway Street in 1948.

“My father and Uncle both returned
from the service and decided to open a
store together. They opened a hardware
store

with furniture but quickly outgrew the
space and moved into our current loca-
tion,” Jim Christ said.

In the beginning the main floor was a
hardware store and each of the other floors
contained furniture. Jim’s father eventual-
ly took over the business completely.

During that time, Jim graduated high
school and went to AIB College of Business
in Des Moines. While there, he met his wife
Gayle, who was attending classes as well.

Jim got his real estate license after grad-
uating from college and sold real estate in
Des Moines. After a time, the couple want-
ed to move out of Des Moines and back to
the area. Jim’s father thought it was the
perfect time to have him take over the
store.

“I have now owned it longer than he
did,” Jim said.

In the present day;, all four floors contain
furniture as well as an annexed building for
storage. It allows the store to carry extra
items without it looking crowded or clut-
tered.

When customers walk into the front
door, they are struck by the beauty of the
building and how it sets off the tasteful ar-
rangements of living room suites.

The first floor has the original tin ceil-
ings and an arch that separates one part
of the store from another. Each has a sec-
tion of sofas, love-seats and recliners along
with accompanying side and coffee tables.

The cozy areas are beautifully decorated
with lighting fixtures, pictures and other
décor that is available for sale. The settings
just invite the shopper to come in and relax
a moment.

“Our goal is to sell quality furniture we
can stand behind,” Jim said. “I think that is
the secret to our longevity.”

Jim is quick to show off the innovative
products that make his furniture a sound
and lasting investment.

-

sale at Christ Furniture in Eagle Grove.

“Some fabrics are made by recycling wa-
ter bottles. The fabrics are soft and durable
and don’t stain like other fabrics,” Jim said.

He also has fabrics samples that are tri-
ple stain resistant and pet friendly.

“Fabrics have gone consumer and en-
vironmentally-friendly which is a good
thing,” Jim said. Up one flight to the bal-
cony, or “second floor” is the drapery and
window coverings area as well as a few
pieces of well-placed furniture to relax on
while choosing just the right window hang-
ings.

The third floor of the building contains
more than 8o recliners, lined up in perfect
rows, each recliner different from the oth-
ers.

“We do have sets of some of the recliners
in stock. We just keep them in the annex
just in case someone would want to take
them the same day,” Jim said.

While some of the recliners are similar
to the ones one might have seen in grand-
ma’s living room, these chairs have come a
long way.

“La-Z-Boy came up with a recliner with
a taller base because they realized that the
chairs are too low to the ground for some
people to get out of,” Jim said.

Jim demonstrated how when an individ-
ual gets out of the recliner, the front dips
down making it more difficult for those
with leg problems or muscle weakness to
stand.

Jim also said that he has found they are
selling more lift chairs as the design of the
chairs becomes more mainstream.

“The manufacturers have started to hide
the remotes within the chair and even
made the remotes removable. They don’t
look like a lift chair so there isn’t the stig-
ma attached to them,” Jim said.

Much of the furniture in the store has
updated features. Many of the tables, sofas,
chairs and headboards contain charging
stations for the myriad of electronics used
by todays consumers.

Which leads one back down to the base-
ment to see the sea of beds to one side and
tastefully arranged dining room sets to the
other.

Even here, the product has evolved to
meet the ever-changing desires of the con-
sumer.

“Bedding is really meant for comfort.
Many mattresses have cooling fabrics engi-
neered to draw the heat away. It makes for
a cooler sleeping surface,” Jim said.

Not only has the surface changed, mat-
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Jim Christ takes a moment to demonstrate the comfort of one of the sofas for
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Jim and Gayle Christ look right at home in one of the many stylish living room
mock-ups in their store.

tresses are different inside. Older mat-
tresses were made with the coils wired
together so when one was pressed, the sur-
rounding coils would sink as well.

“Now many mattresses are made with
individually wrapped coils so that very
little of the surrounding area is disturbed
when someone lays on the bed,” Jim said.

Bedroom sets have changed as well. Not
only do many headboards have charging
ports, but adjustable beds are becoming
more and more popular.

“People are watching TV, reading or do-
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ing work while lying in bed and they want
to be comfortable,” Jim said.

He has also seen a decline in the number
of mirrored dressers being sold.

“It used to be that every dresser had a
mirror but now people are usually putting
their TV above the dresser and they really
don’t want or need the mirror anymore,”
Jim said.

Jim is proud to point out the Spring Air
mattresses he carries which are made in
Towa.

“I like to tell people that they have to

Harbor Town
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Mon - Fri 9-5 « Sat 9-4

www.ChristFurnitureandMattress.com

Flexsteel - La-Z-Boy - Simmons - Riverside - Southern Motion
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lay on a mattress at least 15
minutes or more to know
if they are going to like it.
I tell them to lay down and
then I will go do something
else. There is a reason we
have a cover over the end of
the bed so you can lay down
and see what it’s like,” Jim
said.

On the other side of the
wall are the dining room
sets. Many of the dining
tables are smaller, made of
real wood and include the
option of a bench seat.

“It used to be every din-
ing room set had a china
hutch but we don’t sell
as many as before. Fami-
lies are changing and they
are looking for a different
look,” Jim said.

He did point out that he
still carries rolling chairs
with his dining room ta-
bles.

“I have had several peo-
ple come in and say they
can’t find them anywhere.
They are a bit of a luxury
item but they are comfort-
able,” Jim said.

The rolling chairs, the

PREFERRED
comine (ONTRACTOR

cooling mattresses, the re-
clining sofas and the tall-
er recliners may just be
a clue to the longevity of
this large furniture store
in a small town. Jim and
his staff, some who have
worked for him for more
than 25 years, are always
willing to change with the
times.

“We have remained in
business, even during the
tough times during COVID,
by offering a quality prod-
uct and offering superior
service at all times,” Jim
said.

Which is why Jim and
Gayle are looking forward
to Christ Furniture’s up-
coming 75th Anniversary in
June.

What’s next for the cou-
ple?

“I’'m just looking forward
to hitting that 100-year an-
niversary,” Jim said.

Stop in and check out
the beautiful showroom,
sit a spell and let Jim and
his staff show you all the
wonders of the new age of
furniture.

<

Licensed & Insured

Christ Furniture carries over 80 recliners in stock to
suit any ones needs.

_ =
e
A sofa sits in front of the beautiful arch that sepa-

rates the two show room areas of the lower floor of of Christ Furniture.
the historic Christ Furniture building.

A row of beds waits to be tried out in the basement

..And we’ll he there afterthe/storn
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Free Estimates

515-890-8993 e 515-393-7217
www.zinnelroofingandexteriorsia.com

Roof Inspections
utter Systems & Covers
Custom Built Residential Roofing Systems

Steel Roofing Systems
Roof Repair + Siding
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Supplying since 1972!
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SPRING SALES ON CLEANOUTZ AND
~ LEAF PROTECTION!
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+5/6 in. Seamless Gutters
« Leaf Protection
« Residential or Commercial

- % « Gutter Cleanouts

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

www.guttersunlimitedia.com
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- baskets, planters and annual flowers!

" RESERVE\YOURS;TODAY]!
G“-HURE GAHDEH CENTER Hwy. 3 East, Gilmore City * 515-375-6090

Mike, Pat & Jason Schall
New, Hours: M-F 9-6; Sat. 9-5; Sun. Noon-4

12 MONTH
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Best Furniture Store
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Serving lowa S|n(el953 F U R N I T U R E
FURNITURE THAT LASTS - SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON

EAST ON HIGHWAY BUSINESS 20
WWW.MIKOSANDMATT.COM

ACROSS FROM MENARDS - FORT DODGE - 515-576-7241
HOURS: MON. 9AM-7PM - TUES-THURS. 9AM-6PM

FRI 9AM-5:30PM - SAT. 9AM-5PM - SUN. NOON-4PM
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SINCE 1953

Connect with us on Facebook' e

Humboldt
Newspapers

m > Like

Read the Reminder online at
www.humboldtnewspapers.com
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE, LLC.

COOKEL’S
TREE SERVICLE

ELECTRICAL - GEMERATORS - SOLAR POWER
RESIDENTIAL- AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
49 5TH 5T SE BADGER, 1OWA 50516
Akelectric20oamail.com - 515-890-5333
24 HOUR SERVICE

Stump Removal ¢ Tree Removal ¢ Insured

015.368.2861

Humboldt, lowa

i Elay/Constructio ﬁ_‘f H meReFoR
] NEEDS!

Log on to humboldtrealtyiowa.com for all area listings available!

We can halp you with any listing on the MLS.

Call Mike 515-890-1612 _TJ
. . B 606 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt, IA 50548 =
INSURED * (515) 332-1332 + Fax (515) 332-8107 « You're #1 With Us!

Ross Petersen, Broker ¢ Office 332-1332 ¢ Cell 515-778-4769

n
Graphic Design S@rvices
Professional Priigting
Affordable Prices

i ]
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HANDY HIGGINS

Casey,Higgins construction L.L.C

Humboldt, IA

515-368-0662

HUMBOLDT
NEWSPAPERS

Call us today at 515-332-2514 or e-mail info@humholdtnews.
com for a FREE guote on your printing project today!
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@ FlooringAmerica.
DESIGN CENTER

CONLON

REMODEL & CONSTRUCTION

Flooring - Custom Tile - Countertops - Cabinets

el Free Design Complete Kitchen
————— ; Consultation & Bath Projects
TIME FOR AN UPGRADE! The Best Cabinet & Flexible
Update the bathroom, knock a few walls down, build the deck you've : i i
been wanting. Our work will make your home something special—yours. Counte I’tOp Selection Fina LS00
Conlon Remodel is a family-owned, Humboldt area home remodel and = r_ﬁ f_:\
construction business. Britney is here to help with design and concepts | 5o, = .C'-‘! ; A

and Tom does all the quality work brining it to life! We are now accepting
clients for the fall of 2023. Design services now available.
Call us today to get started on your new project. 3026 5th Avenue South

Fort Dodge * 515-576-4176 /

rowthland

s Real Estate

e Property Management
. Appraisals

Deb Almond

Realtor® & Property Manager

1012 12th St N, Humboldt, IA | 515-332-1863 515-890-0025
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TRANSFORM YOUR HOME
WITH A NEW GARAGE DOOR!

www.ohdwebstercounty.com

Overhead Door Company
of Webster County”

One of the top investments a homeowner can make is upgrading
their garage door. If you are planning on selling your home, a
new door will boost the appearance of your home and increase
your listing price. In addition to increasing the value of your
home and the curb appeal, you can increase your homes energy
efficiency and securnty. Overhead Door Company
of Webster County” is here for all your garage door needs!

The Genuine. The Original.

/ PRINT &
DESIGN
SERVICES

LETTERHEAD « ENVELOPES « MAGNETS
SAVE THE DATE « ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLYERS/POSTERS « PROGRAMS
515.332.2514 - 512 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt

]

f-/;‘e/a/aae ﬂe&z}/mf & Installation

220 front Ave, Pocakontas, A 50574
772-335-4934
m«fﬁéy@ﬂ%ﬂkx}g/an{f/kyﬁzw& com

URPHY’S

FLOORING & FIREPLACES
Granite & Quartz Countertops ¢ Carpet ° Vinyl ¢ Tile * Hardwood Flooring

ELECTRICAL SERVICE, LLC.

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - SOLAR POWER
RESIDENTIAL- AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
49 5TH ST SE BADGER, IOWA 50516
Akelectric20@gmail.com - 515-890-9333
24 HOUR SERVICE

The 5008 zero turn mower is packed with essential
features to deliver reliable productivity and perfor-
mance. The differentiating 4 point suspension saves
your body from the pains of continuous mowing.

FRONT AND REAR ADJ. DUAL COIL OVER
SHOCKS

LED HEADLIGHTS
FABRICATED DECK
DECK WIDTHS: 48” / 61”

ENGINE OPTIONS:
Briggs & Stratton® CXI 25HP Carb
Kawasaki® FR730V Carb

ISX 500S

STARTING AS LOW AS

The ISX™ 800 features the next generation in Ferris®
independent suspension technology; the Forefront
Suspension System.

FOREFRONT™ INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION
SYSTEM WITH SUSPENSION SEAT

23” TURF FRIENDLY REAR TIRES

iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM WITH 2-BELT DECK
DECK WIDTHS: 52" / 61”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series EFI
Kawasaki® FT730V

Kawasaki® FT730V EFI

I SXTM 800
STARTING AS LOW AS

$9,599

MODEL: 5902084

The ISX 3300 takes the premier Ferris zero turn model to the
next level with the Forefront suspension system for industry-
leading comfort, stability and quality of cut.

FOREFRONT™ SUSPENSION
WITH SUSPENSION SEAT

OIL GUARD™ SYSTEM BY VANGUARD® EXTENDS
OIL CHANGE INTERVALS T0 500 HOURS

iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM

DECK WIDTHS: 61" / 72"

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Vanguard® BIG BLOCK™ EFI-ETC with Ol Guard™

System with 40HP and 993cc

Vanguard® 36HP BIG BLOCK™ Carb

KAW FX1000V EFI
KAW FX921V CARB

Larrol

IMPLEMENTRLTD.

(515) 882.3261 - Lu Vierne
www.carrollimplement.com

ISX" 3300
s $15,999

MODEL: 5902067

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

'Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly
payments required. See dealer for details.
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Private backyards are
now go-to spaces for rec-
reation and entertain-
ment and great places to
recharge the body and
mind.

One ripple effect of
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic was more time spent
outdoors, even if it was
predominantly on one’s
own property. OnePoll, in
conjunction with the lawn
care company TruGreen,
surveyed 2,000 American
homeowners and found
participants  spent 14
hours outside every week

in 2021, which was three
hours more than prior to
the pandemic. In addition,
respondents admitted
that time spent outdoors
was therapeutic.

A separate survey con-
ducted for the Interna-
tional Casual Furnishings
Association found that
people now spend more
time relaxing, gardening,
exercising, dining, and
entertaining outside than
in years past. Though
COVID-19 may no longer
dominate headlines, the
desire to enjoy outdoor

MSRP

$7,814
B8 2

GRAVELY

PERFECTION MEASURED
BY THE YARD.

ZT HD STEALTH®

SEE US
FOR RED POWER
PRICE!

HUMBOLDT RED POWER
2050 13TH STREET NORTH
HUMBOLDT, IA | 515-332-1702
WWW.REDPOWERTEAM.COM

S« Call for an
appointment
TODAY!
515.955.5398

- Custom drapes & panels
- Roman shades & bedspreads
+ Blinds & shades

!
Sue's Draperies €zc.
1718 Central Avenue * Fort Dodge
FREE SHOP-AT-HOME DECORATING SERVICE |
Hrs: Mon-Thurs + 10AM-5PM, Y
Fri & Sat by appointment ‘
SUE BAEDKE, Owner & Decorating Consultant
suesdraperies@frontiernet.net

spaces has not waned.
While enjoying outdoor
living areas, homeown-
ers can do all they can to
make these spaces com-
fortable and welcoming.
The following are some
good starting points.

Get all lit up

Outdoor spaces can be
enjoyed no matter the
hour when there is am-
ple lighting. That could
be why the International
Casual Furnishings Asso-
ciation reports those who
plan to renovate their
outdoor spaces list out-
door lighting as a priority.
Outdoor lighting not only
sheds light on entertain-
ing spaces, but also makes
spaces safer and more se-
cure.

Increase privacy
No matter how friend-
ly homeowners are with

their neighbors, there
comes a time when pri-
vacy is paramount. Fenc-
ing, whether it is wood
or vinyl, or even a natural
fence made from closely
planted hedges, can en-

KCN

K.C. NIELSEN LTD JOHN DEERE

i~

IECHO
Y -

Hwy. 3 East, Humboldt | 515-332-2545 | ww.kcnielsen.com

=g

MEMBER

FDIC

slet tha"é'i"hlﬂ;ou finance
% the'homeof your dreams!
SR faﬁ"ﬁ‘sc’-’e’b4'f’é‘!u’6‘or‘g
hwc:com'today!

"2 =

FIRST STATE BANK"® =

515.604.6420 - 605 13th Street North, Humboldt - www.fsbwc.com

T

sure residents feel com-
fortable venturing out-
doors to swim, take a cat
nap or even star gaze in
private.

Address the elements

Homeowners  should
note the direction their
backyard faces and the
typical daily conditions of
the space. For example, a
yard that faces southwest
may get plenty of strong
sun during the day, requir-
ing the addition of shade
trees, covered patios or
arbors to cut down on the
glare and heat. If the yard
is often hit by winds, trees
or bushes planted strate-
gically as windbreaks can
help.

Sit comfortably

High-quality comfort-
able seating increases the
liklihood that homeown-
ers will want to stay awhile
in their outdoor spaces. A
deep seating set complete
with plush chairs, out-
door sofa or love seat and

=S

chaise lounge chairs gives
people more opportunity
to sit and stay awhile.

Take a dip

A pool can be the per-
fect gathering spot on a
warm day, while a spa/hot
tub can bridge the gap to
cooler weather. According
to the Family Handyman,
soaking in hot tubs can
relax tired muscles after
a long day, loosen up stiff
joints, improve cardiovas-
cular health, and reduce
the time it takes to fall
asleep.

Bite back at bugs

Homeowners may want
to consider using a profes-
sional exterminator to get
rid of ticks, mosquitoes
and other nuisance insects
from outdoor spaces.

As people spend more
time enjoying their prop-
erties, they can consider
the many ways to make
outdoor living spaces
more comfortable.
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THE T O TAL
PACKAGE

LAZER 7" ano TRACTUS”

SAVF SPECIAL FINANCING

0% APR FOR
o oo | 48 monmws

60- or 72-inch L Z
withO; Tra’:t‘t:ls tg'zesret’ W I ’ ” [ ”””l
Now through 5/31/23 P ” y M[” , s

Minimum purchase $1,500. There is a
promotional fee of $125 for this transaction.
Dealer participation may vary.

BUY 9
Total Packages

and qualify for fleet
program benefits

JEA Outdoor Equipment
1891 130th St., Bode, IA

515.379.0770

'Excludes all Lazer Z Diesel, 48" and 52" Lazer Z models. Tractus tires cannot be utilized when operating with UltraVac Collection System.

Installment Promo Name: 0% for 48 Months [0.81% APR*] 2Example: On financed amount of $7,500, your down payment is $0 with 48 monthly payments of $158.86 each. Interest Rate is 0% [APR is 0.81%]. Note: The above financing programs are offered by Sheffield
Financial, a division of Truist Bank. Member FDIC. Subject to credit approval. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. Other financing offers are available. See your local dealer for details. Rate advertised is based on minimum
bureau risk score of 700. Minimum amount financed $1,500; Maximum amount financed $75,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Offer effective on eligible and qualified units purchased from a participating dealer. See dealer for product eligibility and
qualifications between 3/1/2023 and 5/31/2023. The advertised promotion includes an Origination Fee which has been added to the Amount Financed in the amount of $125.00. Offer subject to change without notice.
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Swall renovations that can
make a big impact

Home renovations pro-
vide a host of benefits.
Such projects can increase
resale value and improve
on the safety, aesthet-
ics and functionality of a
home.

Some homeowners may
employ the mantra “go
big or go home” when
they embark on home im-
provements, thinking that
only the largest renova-
tions produce noticeable
change. But that’s not the
case. Various smaller ren-
ovations can provide a lot
of bang for homeowners’
bucks as well.

e Countertops (and
hardware): A complete
kitchen overhaul may
stretch some homeown-
ers’ budgets. However,
changing an older coun-
tertop for a new material
can provide the facelift a
kitchen needs. And while
changing the cabinets may
be homeowners’ ultimate
goal, swapping hardware

in dated finishes for newer
handles and pulls can pro-
vide low-cost appeal.

e Paint: Painting a space
is an inexpensive improve-
ment that adds maximum
impact. Paint can trans-
form dark and drab rooms
into bright and airy oases.
Paint also can be used to
create an accent wall or
cozy nooks. Homeowners
also can showcase their
personalities with their
choice of paint colors.

e Lighting: Homeowners
should not underestimate
what a change in lighting
can do. When rooms or
exterior spaces are illumi-
nated, they take on entire-
ly new looks. It’s worth it
to invest in new lighting,
whether it’s a dramat-
ic hanging light over the
dining room table or task
lighting in dim spaces.

e Weatherproofing: Im-
proving windows, doors,
weatherstripping, and in-
sulation in a home can of-

fer visual appeal and help
homeowners save money.
The initial investment may
be significant, but those
costs will pay off in ener-
gy savings. According to
One Main Financial, space
heating is the largest en-
ergy expense the average
American homeowner has,
accounting for around 45
percent of all energy costs.

YOU HAVE THE WILL.
WE HAVE THE WAY.

Before you take on a challenging project, make your local Bobcat dealership the first step.
We carry a wide range of Bobcat® equipment to make hard work easy.

Utility vehicles

Zero-turn mowers

Small articulated loaders
Mini track loaders

Attachments

Toolcat™ utility work machines

Compact tractors (models from 21-58 hp)

8 MATERIA

1864 Kountry Lane * Fort Dodge, 1A

515-955-3400 « Fax (515) 576-4201
randjmaterialhandling.com

ASK ABOUT EQUIPMENT RENTAL!

e Mudroom: Turn an en-
tryway into a more func-
tional space with the addi-
tion of cabinets, benches
or custom-designed stor-
age options that perfectly
fit the area. Cubbies and
cabinets can corral shoes,
umbrellas, hats, bags, and
much more.

e Accent updates: Any
space, whether it’s inside
or outside a home, can
get a fresh look with new
decorative accents. Invest
in new throw pillows and
even slipcovers for living
room sofas. Use new tile
or paint the brick on a fire-
place in a den, then update
the mantel with decorative
displays. Purchase wall art
that can bring different
colors into a room. Change
the cushions on deck fur-
niture and buy color-coor-
dinated planters.

These subtle changes
will not cost as much as
full-scale renovations, but
they can still help home-
owners transform their
homes.

T

Home improvement trends come and go, and one trend that
has become wildly popular in recent years is recognizable in
yards every night. Landscape lighting has transformed how
people see and enjoy their properties at night, making it one of
the more sought-after upgrades among modern homeowners.

Curb appeal is often seen through the lens of how homes
appear during daylight hours, but landscape lighting can make
homes look better and more modern, and potentially safer, af-
ter the sun goes down. With such potential, landscape lighting
is worth exploring for homeowners looking to upgrade their
properties.

Are there different types of landscape lighting?

When considering landscape lighting, homeowners should
know that there are various options to consider. According to
the lighting experts at Lumens, spotlights project a concentrat-
ed and narrow beam of light that’s usually around 45 degrees.
Spotlights are often chosen to highlight specific features on a
property, like a component of the landscaping. Individuals who
want to cast light over wider, more general areas may consider
floodlights, which Lumens notes spread light up to 120 degrees.

Inground lighting is among the more sophisticated land-
scape lighting options. Lumens notes that inground lighting
illuminates the whole of a tree or structure, often creating a
dramatic look. These circle-shaped lights also are great at illu-
minating walkways and driveways.

Post lights are another outdoor lighting option, and these
are often used to light up long walkways and pathways so it’s
easier and safer to navigate dark areas at night.

Is landscape lighting a job a DIYer can handle?

Many homeowners consider a do-it-yourself approach when
pondering a potential home renovation, and a landscape light-
ing project is likely to inspire such curiosity as well. The home
experts at HGTV note that the feasibility of DIY in regard to
a landscape lighting project depends on the type of lighting
homeowners want to install and where they want to install
it. Replacing an existing electrical fixture may be well within
the skill of a seasoned DIYer, but installing a new fixture is a
job best left to the professionals. Homeowners whose homes
currently have no or very little landscape lighting are almost
certainly better off working with a professional. Solar lighting
that does not require any electrical work can be installed quick-
ly and easily by anyone, but such options may not provide the
look homeowners are aiming for.

We are your total gardening,

landscaping, and lawn care center!

- Landscaping - Landscaping Supplies'- A Wide Selection of Flowers & Perennials - Garden/Supplies
« Birdbaths - Bird Feeders & Seed - Phoenix Grills - Grizzly Coolers - Natures Best Patio Furniture

BASMUSSEN LAWN (:ABE :

LA

Y 't
OWNERS RICK AND (a0]\']}']]3 RASMUSSENMi

™ o A JIV.

/707 3rd Ave. Sy Dakota City +406.2nd St. SW, Clarlon 515.602. 6600
| Monday-Friday 9AM;6PM 1 Saturday 9AM_5PM - Sunday 12-5PM | \ ;
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FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
¢ Rock Chip Repairs Available
e Mirrors ® Windows ¢ Doors
¢ Table Tops * Lock Work
e Repair & Manufacture Screens
e Regular Wood Putty Windows
- e Plexiglass ¢ Plate Glass
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Hunter Egdorf
Owner

The Goat
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Your Family Flooring Store

== Downtown Humboldt | 515.332.1102 | Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM
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BUSINESS 101

“It’'s unwise to pay too much, but it’s worse to pay too little. When you pay too much,
you lose a little money...that is all. When you pay too little, you sometimes lose
everything, because what you bought was incapable of doing what it was bought to
do. The common law of business balance prohibits paying a little and getting a Iot...
it can’t be done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to add something for the
risk you run. And if you do that, you will have enough to pay for something better.”

L

APPLES TO APPLES
PRICE GUARANTEE

We guarantee the lowest price available for materials, workmanship and warranty.
If a contractor with quality materials, workmanship and warranties of equal
specifications offers to perform the work for less than the amount we quote, we will
complete the work and refund the difference. Ask our project managers for details.

SaTERN 52
XTERIORS ¢  JEARS

1971-2023
abc Seamless Steel Siding  Steel Roofing Systems  Seamless Gutter Systems

Soffit & Fascia Cover Leaf Protection Systems Windows & Doors Architectural Accents
515-332-4762 WWW.SATERNEXTERIORS.COM
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Don’t forget to add on to
your home insurance!

|
I~
L

Even a minor alteration in your home could
change the value.

Review your policy with us to make sure your
home is properly protected!
HUMBOLDT MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSOC.
ABENS-MARTY-CURRAN AGENCY

P.0. Box 35 « Humboldt, 1A 50548 « 515-332-2953
humboldtmutualinsurance.com

NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR
since 1886

Whether your home is contemporary, traditional or transitional,
Onyx showers and baths are a perfect solution to update your bath.
Offering quality without compromise, Onyx products come with a
lifetime guarantee. It’s time to make your dreams a reality.

204 E Broadway St. | Eagle Grove, IA 50533 | 515.448.4843
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Popular trends in home exteriors

Certain homes have an
undeniable wow factor.
That instant appeal tends
to be noticeable the mo-
ment visitors pull up to
the curb, and it might
be a byproduct of home-
owners’ willingness to
embrace the latest exte-
rior design trends.

Trends come and go,
but recognition of the
current fashions can help
homeowners create that
highly sought-after wow
factor. The following are
some recent trends in
home exteriors that have
helped homeowners set
their properties apart.

Wood

Natural wood has un-
deniable appeal, and it
hasn’t only found new-
found devotion among
home interior decora-
tors. Natural wood ga-
rage doors create a sense
of warmth and can set a

home apart from others
with steel doors, which
tend to be the most pop-
ular garage door materi-
al. In addition to the ga-
rage door, natural wood
entry doors and wood
decks are popular ways
to impart this classical,
warm look to a home’s
exterior.

Painted brick

Like natural wood,
brick is a traditional ma-
terial that’s both sturdy
and classical. But home-
owners can add character
to brick with a coat of
paint, which has become
a popular trend in recent
years. Light tones tend
to be most popular when
painting bricks. The ex-
perts at Better Homes &
Gardens note that this
could prove a long-term
commitment if home-

owners so desire, as a
properly painted brick

exterior could last as

long as 20 years.
Hardscaping

Hardscaping isn’t a

new trend, but it has
been trending in recent
years. Hardscaping is an
umbrella term that in-
cludes everything from
outdoor living rooms to
incorporating natural
stone into a landscape.
Outdoor living rooms
are one hardscaping
trend that has become

increasingly popular of

late. These spaces serve
as an extension of indoor
living spaces. The home
improvement experts at
HGTYV note that recently
homeowners have looked
to create covered out-
door rooms that can be
enjoyed more frequently
than patios or decks that
are not protected from
the elements.

lf‘f,fél GE APPLIANCES

-

Sales Service Delivery Installation

UIIC

OI0P <dSV &

e

DPPINE

Seiler
Appliance has
been serving the
Humboldt area
since 1963!

Outdoor living spaces are one popular hardscaping trend that figures to remain
sought-after for years to come.

Outdoor lighting

It makes sense that
individuals looking to
spend more time enjoy-
ing their properties out-
doors would want more
lighting outside. Ambi-
ent outdoor lighting can

be utilized throughout a
property. Such lighting
can light up walkways and
driveways and be used to
light up landscaping fea-
tures like trees and gar-
dens.

Home design trends

tend to be fickle. But rec-
ognition of the current
trends in exterior home
design can set homes
apart and turn properties
into awe-inspiring places
to enjoy the great out-
doors.

Anything You
Can Imagine.

Lets make & kappen!

bankiowa.bank/letsmakeithappen

Q Bank Iowa.

www.bankiowa.bank | @ | Member FDIC

Humboldt
(515) 332.1451

Humboldt Drive-Up
(515) 332.1808

Gilmore City
(515) 373.6244

« BUSINESS CARDS ¢ BROCH

URES » LETTERHEAD ¢ ENVELOPES

ERS
PROGRAMS ¢ MAGNETS ¢ SAVE THE DATE ¢ ANNOUNCEMENTS ¢ FLYERS/ ST

(9515-332-2514
{J 512 SUMNER AVENUE, HUMBOLDT
o WWW. HUMBOLDTNEWS.COM

SEILE R

Locally owned!  APPLIANCE SERVICE

HUMBOLDT PRINTING COMPANY
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FOUR SEASONS CONSTRUGTION INC. | | . | ALGONA GLASS

Shane Dickey, Owner ® Gilmore City )
515-368-2191 cell ® 515-373-6352 home ® fourseasonsconstructioninc.com i co M P A N Y

515-295-3546
10 N. Park Dr., Algona

Commercial | Residential
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Storefronts | Mirrors

Glass | Shower Enclosures

Door Hardware | Custom Glass
Handicap Operators
Locksmithing
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Free Estimates - Quality Work - Firm Quotes - 20 Years Experience
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Community Lumber Continuing a Tradition
of Quality Products and Services

By APRIL KELLEY

These days it has be-
come more common to
see small town businesses,
such as grocery stores, be
bought by a co-operative
of community members to
keep them open. In 1993
when the lumberyard in
West Bend was struggling,
it was a novel idea.

When Harley Bruell-
man discovered that the
lumberyard was failing
financially, he put down
160 acres of his own land
as collateral to keep the
lumberyard open. Bru-
ellman then convinced
others to invest in the en-
deavor, creating Commu-
nity Lumber Supply, Inc.
Nearly 70 investors pur-
chased shares keeping the
community alive in Com-
munity Lumber.

Greg Blair was ap-
proached to manage the
lumberyard when the
community took control
of it. He has successfully
run Community Lumber
for 30 years. Greg is tran-
sitioning towards cutting
back to part-time hours
beginning in April.

Kurt Zaugg, the current
manager has been working
at the lumberyard since
January of 2010 and has
seen a few changes in his
time of working there.

“In  December  we
changed from  Trust-
worthy Hardware to Hard-
ware Hank. We still carry
the same great variety of

products though,” said
Zaugg.
The lumberyard em-

ploys nine full time em-
ployees as well as sever-
al part-time employees.
Two of these are certified
plumbers, Curt Dykstra
and Adam Fehr.

Many people would ex-
pect a small-town lumber
supply to have a smaller
selection that is offered.
Nothing could be further
from the truth at Commu-
nity Lumber.

As the name implies,
Community Lumber has
a full lumberyard with all
sizes and types of wood

and products that the
larger chain stores carry.

“We are basically a lum-
beryard with a hardware
store attached. The store
is important but the lum-
beryard is the main busi-
ness,” Zaugg said.

The hardware store of-
fers a wide variety of items
for anything the casual to
professional ~ handyman
could want.

Along with the usual
hand tools, electrical and
plumbing supplies, Com-
munity Lumber carries ev-
erything one would need
to build a house.

In the front of the store
there is a nice selection
of flooring samples to
choose from to meet any
need.

“We do a lot of floor-
ing. So many people are
putting the high-end lami-
nates in their homes these
days. We install a lot of
tile as well. People aren’t
carpeting as much as they
used to,” Zaugg said.

On the other side is the
paint area. They carry only
Valspar paint due to the
high quality and can color
match just about any col-
or.

“We buy paint in a high
enough quantity that we
are able to keep the prices
down to what some of the
lower quality paints are at.
It’s a way we like to help

our customers,” Zaugg
said.
Further towards the

back is the cabinetry sec-
tion. While small, there
are two areas set up to
give the customer and
idea to start with their
own designs.

“We carry KraftMaid
and Bertch cabinetry.
Bertch cabinets are made
in Waterloo. We try to
support Iowa businesses
whenever we can,” Zaugg
said. “Another nice thing
is that we can just take
a trailer there and pick
them up. This has reduced
cabinet damage to nearly
zero.”

In the same area they
have samples of windows,

Community Lumber carries Bertch and KraftMaid
Cabinetry. Bertch cabinets are made in lowa.

doors, siding and shingles.

“We specialize in Mar-
vin windows and Waude-
na exterior doors. We try
to supply high quality
materials at a reasonable
price,” Zaugg said.

The Ilumberyard also
keeps up-to-date with the
latest materials. One new
innovation in building ma-
terials is metal roofing.

“We carry Decra brand
stone-coated metal shin-
gles. They look like tradi-
tional shingles but wear
much longer,” Zaugg said.

All of the materials
available can be over-
whelming when one first
looks at it. It can be hard
to decide where to start.
Community Lumber can
help with that as well.

“We have several people
who can help design the
perfect space for anyone
who is wanting to build or
remodel,” Zaugg said.

Tim Warden creates
designs for new construc-
tion homes, shops, addi-
tions and remodels. Sher-
ri Frieden helps people
with cabinetry design and
paint.

“Sherri just has a pas-
sion for colors and de-
signs and can really help
anyone narrow down what
they want,” Zaugg said.

The service doesn’t
just stop at the door ei-
ther. The lumberyard has
a close relationship with
many contractors in the
area that they can recom-
mend for any project large
or small. They also offer
free delivery to the area.

“We sit in the middle of
four county seats and we
are the only lumberyard
for in this middle area,”
Zaugg said.

Thankfully Harley
Bruellman had the fore-
thought all those years
ago to take a chance on a
local lumberyard and in-
vest the farm. Looks like
his investment and those
of 70 like-minded individ-
uals has paid off for the
entire area.

Kurt Zaugg, Manager of Community Lumber in West Bend, displays one of
the interior doors offered at the store.

Community Lumber makes smart use of the space inside the store, such as
this wall of siding options, in order to offer the many products they carry.

COMMUNITY
LUMBER SUPPLY

We Sell
Flooring

Community Lumber has been a community owned lumberyard since 1993 when Harley Bruellman
made the daring move to put down 160 acres of his land as collateral to ensure the doors stayed open.
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Building Materials

Insulation
Plumbing
Windows
Cabinets
Doors
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CES Flooring

Community Lumber Supply

We Sell Flooring
TILE AND MORE
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We've got what you need for any project you're planning to do!

COMMUNITY LUMBER SUPPLY, INC

17 South Broadway ® West Bend ¢ 515.887.2981 » Toll Free 866-484-6964
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