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Downtown Fort Dodge, Next to Daniel Tire
 500 1st Ave. S. ·  515-573-4466

accessaudiofd.com • Find us on Facebook

$$50 OFF50 OFF
1515TH TH Anniversary Anniversary 

Remote Start SpecialRemote Start Special

WHEN YOU MENTION THIS ADWHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD
EXPERT SALES & SERVICE PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

Gift Gift 
Certifi cates Certifi cates 
AvailableAvailable

·  Radar Detectors  ·  Radar Detectors  
·  Alarms & Remote ·  Alarms & Remote 
   Starts     Starts  
·  Car Audio & ·  Car Audio & 
   Mobile Video     Mobile Video  
·  Sonos Wireless ·  Sonos Wireless 
   Home Audio   Home Audio

Jeff Schneider • Owner • 712-335-4470 • 1-877-335-4470
Hrs.: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 

Wed. 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-Noon

CARS WAS NOW
1999 FORD CONTOUR, GAS MISER............................................. $2,895  $1,950 
2002 CHRYSLER SEBRING LXI  ................................................... $3,550  $2,995 
2003 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS  .................................................. $3,750  $2,995 
2007 CADILLAC STS AWD, 105K MILES ...................................... $9,995  $8,375 
2008 FORD TAURUS SEL, SILVER ............................................... $4,350  $3,350 
2008 TOYOTA AVALON XLS ......................................................... $7,375  $6,995 
2009 BUICK LUCERNE CXL ......................................................... $5,995  $5,375 
2011 CHEVY MALIBU LT, SILVER ................................................. $7,850  $7,250 
2011 FORD TAURUS LIMITED AWD ............................................. $9,575  $8,995 
2013 TOYOTA CAMRY, RED, 36K MILES! ................................... $14,495  $13,995 
2013 TOYOTA PRIUS V, BLACK .................................................. $14,995  $14,650 
2014 CHEVY IMPALA LIMITED, GRAY ........................................ $12,995  $12,450 
2014 FORD FUSION ECOBOOST ............................................... $15,150  $14,500 
2015 CHEVY MALIBU LTZ, WHITE ............................................. $16,995  $15,995 
2015 CHEVY CRUZE LT, SILVER ................................................. $13,995  $13,425 
2015 CHEVY CRUZE LT, BLUE ................................................... $13,995  $13,425 
2015 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED  ................................................. $14,775  $13,995 
2015 FORD FUSION TITANIUM AWD! ........................................ $17,375  $16,995 
TRUCKS WAS NOW
2000 FORD RANGER 4X4, RED ................................................... $6,100  $3,995 
2001 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB 4X4 ....................................... $5,750  $4,575 
2001 FORD CREW CAB 4X4, RED ............................................... $6,995  $5,995 
2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 CREW 4X4 ................................ $12,350  $10,750 
2004 CHEVY 2500HD CREW 4X4, DIESEL ................................. $19,995  $17,825 
2004 CHEVY 2500HD CREW 4X4, 6.0, GAS ............................... $14,200  $11,995 
2005 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB 4X4 ..................................... $10,995  $9,995 
2005 CHEVY 1500 CREW CAB 4X4, RED................................... $13,495  $12,750 
2006 CHEVY CREW CAB 4X4, SILVER ....................................... $14,750  $13,995 
2006 FORD F350 4X4 SUPER DUTY LARIAT ............................. $14,850  $11,750 
2007 FORD F250 4X4 SUPER DUTY CREW ............................... $15,750  $13,995 
2008 CHEVY COLORADO CREW 4X4  ........................................ $10,995  $9,995 
2008 CHEVY CREW CAB 4X4 LTZ, WHITE .................................. $15,300  $14,300 
2008 DODGE RAM CREW 4X4 HEMI ......................................... $13,400  $12,575 
2008 FORD F150 CREW CAB LARIAT ........................................ $18,250  $16,995 
2012 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW 4X4, BLUE ............................... $26,725  $25,995 
2012 CHEVY SILVERADO LTZ CREW 4X4 .................................. $24,175  $22,995 
2012 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB HEMI ................................ $20,995  $20,385 
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW 4X4, WHITE ............................. $32,875  $31,995 
2015 FORD F150 CREW XLT 4X4, GRAY ................................... $33,025  $31,995 
SUVS WAS NOW
2002 FORD EXPLORER SPORT 4X4 ............................................ $3,550  $2,995 
2002 FORD EXPLORER XLT, BLUE, 4X4 ....................................... $4,995  $4,375 
2002 LEXUS RX300 AWD, SUPER NICE! ...................................... $7,750  $6,495 
2004 GMC YUKON DENALI XL 4X4.............................................. $8,995  $7,995 
2004 LINCOLN AVIATOR, BLACK, AWD ........................................ $5,600  $4,995 
2005 FORD EXPLORER XLT, SILVER, 4X4 .................................... $3,995  $3,450 
2005 GMC ENVOY XL 4X4 SLT .................................................... $7,995  $7,465 
2007 CHRYSLER ASPEN LIMITED, 4X4, HEMI! .......................... $10,995  $9,995 
2007 GMC DENALI 4X4, LOADED .............................................. $16,850  $15,750 
2008 FORD EDGE LIMITED, 98K MILES, AWD ........................... $11,800  $10,995 
2008 JEEP LIBERTY LIMITED 4X4 ............................................ $10,900  $9,995 
2009 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL FWD, WHITE ..................................... $8,450  $7,575 
2009 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT 4X4, BLACK ............................... $10,175  $9,450 
2009 DODGE JOURNEY SXT, BLUE ............................................. $6,125  $5,750 
2010 CHEVY EQUINOX FWD, SILVER ......................................... $10,650  $10,250 
2011 DODGE JOURNEY AWD CREW.......................................... $12,825  $11,995 
2011 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, WHITE .......................................... $12,250  $11,800 
2013 FORD EDGE LIMITED AWD, SHARP! ................................. $19,075  $18,550 
2013 GMC TERRAIN SLT AWD, BLACK ...................................... $16,400  $15,995 
2015 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM 4X4 .......................................... $17,995  $15,750 
VANS WAS NOW
2003 OLDS SILHOUETTE  ........................................................... $2,650  $1,995 
2007 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LTD  ................................... $4,900  $3,575 
2009 CHRYSLER TWN & COUNTRY, WHITE ................................. $6,825  $5,995 
2016 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY, WHITE ............................. $21,900  $20,995 
2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT ......................................... $21,925  $20,975 
MOTORCYCLES WAS NOW
2004 HARLEY DAVIDSON DYNA SUPER GLIDE ............................ $6,750  $5,995 
2006 YAMAHA XVS1100A ........................................................... $4,425  $3,995 
2007 SUZUKI SV650, RED, SHARP!............................................. $4,450  $3,750 
2014 KAWASAKI KLE650-D VERSYS, 15 MILES .......................... $7,995  $6,995 

  Be sure to give Bryon a Be sure to give Bryon a 
call to get your car in for a call to get your car in for a 

winterization and inspection.winterization and inspection.

CHECK OUR INVENTORY & ALL THE DETAILS AT WWW.POKYSALES.COM

4470 • 1-8787877777-335-4470

$4,450  $3$ ,750 
$7,995  $$6,995 

GET 
READY 

FOR 
WINTER!

MOST OF OUR VEHICLES COME WITH A 12 MONTH WARRANTY 

WAS

F OUR VEHICLES COME WITH A 12 MONT
F OUR VEHICLES COME WITH A 12 MONT

SEVERAL FINANCING OPTIONS INCLUDING “BUY HERE PAY HERE” 

When the time comes to 
purchase a new vehicle, many 
drivers explore trading in 
their existing cars or trucks. 
Trade-ins can reduce the 
cost of buying new vehicles 
and save drivers the hassle of 
selling their vehicles on their 
own.

Motorists who think trad-
ing in is the best way to un-
load their current cars can 
take various steps to improve 
the trade-in value prior to vis-
iting the dealership.

• Know the trade-in mar-
ket. Some trade-ins may be 
more valuable than others, 
even if the cars are relatively 
similar with regard to mile-
age. For example, preowned 
vehicle buyers typically prefer 
late model vehicles as opposed 
to cars that are older. Th is is 
even more apparent now that 
many car buyers want smart-
phone-friendly vehicles that 
aff ord them access to the apps 
and GPS systems on their 
phones. Drivers who want to 
get maximum value for their 
trade-ins may benefi t by trad-
ing in a year or so earlier than 
they initially planned, as this 
will make their cars or trucks 
more attractive to prospective 
buyers, which should make it 
easier for dealerships to sell 
the vehicle.

• Address any issues. Deal-
erships will off er to tend to 
any repairs trade-ins may 
need, but that will come at a 
cost, which will be refl ected in 
the trade-in value of the car. 
Vehicle owners should ad-
dress any issues before taking 
their vehicles to the dealer-

ship. Fix any doors that stick 
or minor scratches on the 
vehicle’s exterior, remember-
ing to have the car detailed, 
washed and waxed. Investi-
gate if any major problems, 
such as engine troubles, are 
worth fi xing on your own, 
or if you’re better off  receiv-
ing less for your trade-in and 
letting the dealership address 
such issues.

• Keep maintenance re-
cords. Maintenance records 
illustrating that the vehicle 
was taken care of can help 
owners get more for their 
trade-ins. Drivers who intend 
to trade the vehicle in to the 
same dealership where the 
vehicle was purchased should 
still keep their own mainte-
nance records to eliminate 
potential problems as they 
negotiate the trade-in value of 

their vehicles.
• Shop around. Drivers 

who are not satisfi ed with the 
trade-in value assigned by a 
specifi c dealership can shop 
around until they fi nd better 
off ers. Some dealerships may 
not off er much for a vehicle 
because they already have a 
similar car or truck sitting 
on their lot, while others may 
jump at the chance to make 
their preowned inventory 
more diverse. Exercise pa-
tience when shopping around 
to reduce any frustration that 
might develop during the ne-
gotiation process.

Various factors impact the 
trade-in value of cars and 
trucks. When purchasing new 
cars, vehicle owners can em-
ploy various strategies to get 
the most money for their cur-
rent automobiles.  

How to improve the value of your trade-in

Th e braking system of 
most vehicles consists of 
brake pads, calipers and 
metal discs called rotors that 
work to slow down a vehicle. 
When the vehicle needs to 
stop, the calipers squeeze the 
brake pads against the spin-
ning rotors. Because a lot of 
friction is generated, rotors, 
like brake pads, need to be re-
placed periodically. However, 
drivers may not know when 
these components need to be 
changed or if other services 
can be done to prolong the 
life of the rotors a little longer.

Th e fi rst step is to inspect 
the braking system. A healthy 

brake rotor will be smooth 
and have an uninterrupted 
surface that is free of dust, 
grooves and grit, advises au-
tomotive retailer CarsDirect. 
If brake pads have caused 
grooves to form, the pads or 
the rotors may need to be re-
placed.

Another tactic is to listen 
for brake noise when driving. 
Mechanics state that noise is 
commonly associated with 
bad brake rotors. If the rotors 
produce squealing or squeak-
ing noises or even scraping 
noises while braking, they 
may need to be replaced.

Warped rotors also may 

produce vibrations that can 
be felt when the brakes are 
applied. A pulsing or rough 
feeling can vibrate through 
the entire chassis, says Your-
Mechanic, a vehicle repair 
and advice website. 

Speak with a qualifi ed me-
chanic to see if a lathe can be 
used to shave off  a little of 
the rotors and get a few more 
miles out of them. Otherwise, 
to ensure safe, adequate brak-
ing, rotors will need to be re-
placed anywhere from 30,000 
to 70,000 miles depending on 
the type of brake pads and 
motorists’ driving style.  

Signs rotors may need to be 
replaced for smooth braking
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MS & SONS CORP
(2 Blocks West of Dodgen Industries)

Ph. 515-332-3093 or 332-3303 • 515-890-0692 after hours

✔ Complete Auto - Truck
✔ Light Truck & Large Truck
✔ Tractor & Trailer Repair
✔ Car & Pickup Repair
✔ Truck & Trailer Wash
✔ Air Conditioning Work

WE DO CAR & PICKUP 
REPAIR INCLUDING

• Oil, lube & fi lter
• Certifi ed Mechanics

Remember...We have competitive prices on car & truck tires

WE HAVE 
CAR TIRES!

Vehicle owners likely know 
to check fl uid levels and get 
their cars’ oil changed, but air 
fi lters may not be at the top of 
their maintenance checklists. 
Despite being a relatively in-
expensive part, air fi lters oft en 
go overlooked.

Air fi lters have an impor-
tant job in a vehicle, prolong-
ing the life span of  engines 
and helping cars run more 
smoothly and effi  ciently. 

Purpose of vehicle air fi lters
Vehicle combustion en-

gines operate with a mixture 
of fuel and air. Without oxy-
gen, gasoline or diesel fuels 
cannot burn properly and 
power the engine. Th e air fi l-
ter’s job is to prevent dirt, dust 
and other debris from being 
sucked into an engine. Other-
wise, grime can build up and 
impede engine performance 
or cause erosion of parts un-
der the hood.

It is much more cost-eff ec-

tive to routinely change air 
fi lters than replace expensive 
engine parts. Rather than ig-
noring air fi lters until the last 
minute, drivers can take steps 
to keep fi lters clean and func-
tioning at peak performance.

• Improve fuel effi  ciency. 
Clogged air fi lters reduce air 
fl ow to engines, resulting in 
an improper ratio of air to 
fuel. As a result, spark plugs 
can be negatively aff ected and 
the engine may idle roughly 
or misfi re. Th ese scenarios 
can greatly aff ect fuel effi  cien-
cy as well as cause engine de-
posits from rich fuel. To save 
money and trips to the fuel 
pump, replace fi lters regular-
ly. According to GearHeads, 
for older cars, studies have 
indicated that by replacing 
a dirty air fi lter, one can im-
prove gas mileage by as much 
as 14 percent.

• Reduce stress on the 
engine. Because of the air-
to-fuel mix in engines, even 

a mixture that is slightly off  
balance can aff ect what is go-
ing on under the hood. Th at 
means the engine must work 
harder to get enough clean air 
into the chamber to complete 
the combustion cycle, says the 
Automotive Training Center. 

• Enjoy more power. A fi l-
ter that is saturated with dirt 
will restrict air fl ow. In such 
instances, drivers may notice 
a lack of power during accel-
eration. Replacing the fi lter 
can easily restore that pep.

• Reduce vehicle emissions. 
Environmental concerns are a 
priority for many people. By 
keeping the engine working 
properly, with the advantage 
of clean, unobstructed air en-
tering the chamber, a vehicle 
may produce lower emissions.

Replacing air fi lters is an 
easy fi x that many drivers can 
do themselves, or ask their 
mechanics to do during oil 
changes or other repair shop 
visits. 

Why clean air fi lters are important

Replacing air fi lters is an inexpensive way to keep vehicles performing at peak capacity.

Winter weather causes 
many people to retreat in-
doors until the spring thaw. 
However, for those who em-
brace the cooler temperatures 
or fi nd that life must go on 
despite snow and ice, taking 
inventory of their vehicles is 
a must before the fi rst snow-
fl akes start to fall. 

Tire care is an especially 
important area of vehicle 
maintenance. Th e tire experts 
at Michelin say that regular 
tires may be ineff ective for 
winter driving. Summer tires 
are made from materials that 
are optimized for warm con-
ditions. When the mercury 
drops, these same materials 
can harden, reducing their 
ability to grip the road. Th at 
lack of traction can be com-
pounded by the presence of 
snow or ice. Even all-season 
tires, which are designed to 
be driven year-round, can be 

insuffi  cient in severe weather 
conditions. Winter tires can 
help drivers safely navigate 
winter roadways.

Bridgestone Tires says that 
having the right snow tires 
matters when driving in win-
ter weather conditions. It’s 
important to look for tires 
that can disperse water suffi  -
ciently and also grip the road. 
Snow tires are designed to re-
main soft er and more fl exible 
to conform to the road bet-
ter in cold conditions. Some 
winter tires are even studded 
to provide better traction.

Unfortunately, even the 
best winter tires cannot pro-
vide perfect traction on slip-
pery roadways. Th at is why it 
is essential — in conjunction 
with the use of winter tires 
or snow chains — to modify 
driving techniques to navi-
gate safely.

• Drive slowly. Slow down 

on winter roads. Allow a 
greater distance for stopping 
than for dry conditions. Slip-
pery conditions can make it 
more challenging to stop, and 
excessive speeds can make 
the situation worse.

• Shift  into low gear. On 
hills, rely on low gears to 
maximize traction to travel 
up and down hills. Th is can 
minimize skids or sliding.

• Get the vehicle a tuneup. 
In addition to tires, be sure 
the braking system, battery 
and other major components 
of the vehicle are in good 
working order.

• Replace windshield wip-
ers. Reduced visibility can 
compromise the safety of 
drivers and their passengers. 
Replace windshield wiper 
blades before winter arrives. 
Consider purchasing winter-
rated windshield blades.

• Know how to recover 
from a skid. When skids oc-
cur on black ice or slush, 
drivers should take their feet 
off  of the pedals and steer 
gently in the direction they 
want to go. As the vehicle 
regains traction, only then 
should the brakes or accelera-
tor be applied.

Winter weather requires 
making some vehicle modifi -
cations, and drivers may want 
to alter the way they drive to 
be more safe on the road.  

Safety measures for winter drivers

311 13TH ST. SO., HUMBOLDT • 515-604-6333
Dean’s Auto Sales

FINISH LINE TRAILER DEALER

‘16 Jeep Renegade

$19,000

‘00 BMW convertible
84K miles

$8,000

‘15 Chevy Malibu LT
65K miles

$12,000

‘91 Geo Metro 
convertible, 38 mpg

 $4,500

‘08 Ford Expedition
King Ranch, loaded

$13,500   

‘17 Finish Line 
Dump Trailer

$7,500

‘06 Dodge Pickup
Short box, 4x4 w/plow

$12,500

‘17 Hustler Zero Turn
Radius Lawn Mower 

$6,300

NOW SELLING Tri-State all steel carport buildings!



Page 4  HUMBOLDT REMINDER CAR & TRUCK GUIDE, Humboldt, Iowa, Wednesday, September 13, 2017       

PH. 515-332-2300 • 1301 16th Ave. N. (Hwy. 169 N.) Humboldt • www.xtremeautoandcarts.com

Complete Auto Body Repair & Golf Carts
TREME AUTOTREME AUTO

• Service & Repair
• New & Used Golf Cart Sales
• Parts & Accessories
• Customization

Our Quality and Professionalism 
Speaks For Itself!

• CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• TOP OF THE LINE EQUIPMENT
• FREE ESTIMATES
• FREE LOANER CARS
• PPG CERTIFIED

 Complete Auto Body Repair. Golf Cart Sales & Service. Complete Auto Body Repair. Golf Cart Sales & Service.

Make sure your golf cart is ready for storage -
Schedule a winter service! 

JEFF FEASTER, OWNER

EZ Go EZ Go 
Certifi edCertifi ed

Hail Damage to your vehicle? Call us today!

Auto insurance that won’t 
make you choke, clutch or be 

a crank case.
Grinnell Mutual auto insurance has discounts 

and benefi ts that will make you feel good.

 If you want an auto insurance policy that has great options, talk to your 
local agent. Grinnell Mutual auto insurance gives you competitive rates for 
claim-free experience.
 We also provide Multi-car Discounts, for the family with more than one vehicle. 
And good student discounts for youthful drivers. Plus easy telephone claim service 
- day, night or weekends. Stop by or call your local Grinnell Mutual agent for auto 
insurance that will make you feel good.

ABENS - MARTY - CURRAN
INSURANCE AGENCY
513 Sumner Avenue • Humboldt • 515-332-2953

Your Trusted Choice Independent Insurance Agent

Several factors are consid-
ered before drivers purchase 
new vehicles. Wheel drive 

may not be the fi rst such fac-
tor to come to mind, but it 
can be an important consid-

eration when car shopping.
Despite the considerable 

rise in popularity of sport 
utility vehicles, automo-
tive expert Edmunds says 
most passenger cars sold in 
the United States today use 
a two-wheel-drive system. 
With options such as 4WD, 
AWD, FWD and RWD, con-
sumers should understand 
the diff erences of each type 
of drive in order to make the 
most informed decision.

Rear-wheel drive
With rear-wheel drive, the 

power goes to the back wheels 
to drive the vehicle. Th is used 
to be the system of choice 

because RWD systems were 
relatively easy to manufac-
ture, off ers Kelly Blue Book. 
RWD is the choice for many 
trucks because added load 
can off er additional traction 
in the back. Furthermore, 
rear-wheel drive is coveted 
for sporty vehicles and luxury 
cars. Th at’s because, as ve-
hicles accelerate the weight is 
transfered to the rear wheel, 
enhancing traction and fur-
ther acceleration. Th is drive 
also distributes weight more 
evenly, so cornering and han-
dling is better. 

Front-wheel drive
Th e National Motor-

ists Association states that 
front-wheel drive, which has 
become ubiquitous in cars 
produced today, is cheaper to 
design and build than RWD. 
Fewer parts mean the drive-
train is easier to install. It is 
also less heavy than others, 
helping vehicles to be lighter 
and consume less fuel. In rain 
and snow, FWD has excel-
lent traction, so it’s an asset 
under poor weather condi-
tions. Front-wheel drive ve-
hicles are not prized for their 
handling because the front 
wheels have to put power to 
the ground and steer the car. 
Furthermore, unlike RWD, 
which is more rugged and 
durable, FWD is more fragile.

4-wheel-drive & All-wheel-
drive

4WD is designed for rug-
ged, off -road applications and 
AWD is for pavement driv-
ing. Pure 4WD is good for 

low-traction situations off  of 
pavement, where additional 
grip is needed. In some 4WD 
vehicles, this drive needs to 
be engaged through a transfer 
switch. In such automobiles, 
the vehicle operates in FWD 
or RWD until that switch is 
engaged.

All-wheel-drive provides 
the best of FWD, RWD and 
pure 4WD systems. Th e main 
advantage is excellent trac-
tion on both dry pavement 
and in poor weather. Some 

AWD vehicles may be able 
to go off -roading as well. Po-
tential disadvantages to AWD 
include cost, vehicle weight 
and, because there are more 
components in AWD, more 
parts can fail and require ser-
vicing. AWD typically comes 
in part- and full-time ver-
sions.

Choosing a wheel drive 
requires an understanding of 
how one plans to use the ve-
hicle and which attributes are 
most important. 

Choosing a vehicle based on wheel drive

 Despite the considerable rise in popularity of sport util-
ity vehicles, automotive expert Edmunds says most passen-
ger cars sold in the United States today use a two-wheel-
drive system. With options such as 4WD, AWD, FWD and 
RWD, consumers should understand the diff erences of 
each type of drive.

Apart from passenger seating, horsepower and color, wheel 
drive should be a consideration when car shopping.



  HUMBOLDT REMINDER CAR & TRUCK GUIDE, Humboldt, Iowa, Wednesday, September 13, 2017         Page 5

603 Highway 18 • Algona • www.tomeischensales.com
515.295.3377 • cell 515-320-3377

TOM EISCHEN SALES INC.

TRAILERS

JOHN’S NAPA
Hwy. 3 East • Humboldt • 515-332-2245

Car & Heavy Duty Truck Parts

TOTAL PARTS STORE!

Drivers may haul trailers 
for a variety of reasons. Some 
may haul trailers on vacation, 
while others may do so when 
moving to a new home. Re-
gardless of why drivers tow, 
it’s important to keep certain 
things in mind before hitch-
ing up, especially for those 
drivers will little or no expe-
rience towing.

1. Use the right hitch. Nov-
ices may not immediately 
recognize if they have pur-
chased an incorrectly sized 
hitch, but that might become 
apparent when the trailer is 
detached during a ride. Your 
vehicle owner’s manual may 
suggest which size hitch to 
use. If not, consult with a rep-
resentative at your local auto 
parts retailer to determine 

the correct size. 
2. Make sure the trailer is 

level. When attached to a ve-
hicle, trailers should be level. 
Trailers that do not appear 
level or those that seem to be 
rising up and down on other-
wise fl at roadways should be 
inspected if not brought to 
the attention of a mechanic.

3. Drive more carefully. 
Discomfort or inexperience 
may propel many drivers to 
be extra careful when towing 
a trailer, but even drivers with 
signifi cant experience towing 
trailers should keep greater 
distance between their vehi-
cles and other cars and trucks 
sharing the road. Th at’s be-
cause braking takes longer 
for heavier vehicles, such as 
those towing trailers. 

4. Practice turns. Turning 
is complicated when towing a 
trailer. Beginning a turn later 
can help drivers avoid having 
their trailers clip curbs, a po-
tentially sticky situation that 
can cause trailers to fl ip over. 

5. Avoid reversing when 
possible. Many people tow-
ing trailers for the fi rst time 
and even some drivers with 
signifi cant experience tow-
ing have diffi  culty going in 
reverse. Avoiding situations 
that require putting vehicles 
in reverse is ideal for novices. 
Th ose who think they cannot 
avoid going in reverse should 
practice their technique in 
empty parking lots before 
hitting the road, even hiring 
an instructor to help them, if 
necessary. 

Five simple towing tips for novices

Pets’ love is unconditional, 
so it’s no wonder that pet par-
ents want to keep their be-
loved animals by their side as 
much as possible. Pet owners 
whose pets spend ample time 
in the car should brush up on 
some safety precautions to 
ensure the roadways are safe 
for all travelers, including 
those covered in fur.

Driving while distracted is 

a signifi cant safety concern. 
Th e AAA Foundation for 
Traffi  c Safety notes that sim-
ply taking one’s eyes off  the 
road for two seconds doubles 
the chances of being involved 
in a crash. Recent data from 
Kurgo, a leading supplier of 
quality dog travel supplies 
and accessories for active 
dogs, found that 60 percent 
of respondents had driven 

with pets in the last month, 
and more than half admitted 
to being distracted by their 
pets. Although the National 
Highway Traffi  c Safety Ad-
ministration does not track 
how many accidents are at-
tributed to pets, it’s easy to see 
how pets can be a distraction 
on the road.

Drivers should never allow 
their pets to sit on their laps 

or ride in vehicles unless they 
are restrained. Doing so puts 
all passengers, pets and hu-
mans alike, in danger. AAA 
says a 10-pound dog that’s not 
restrained can generate 500 
pounds of force in a 50 mile 
per hour crash. 

Pet owners can heed these 
safety guidelines to make trips 
with their pets less dangerous.

• Recognize that airbags 
can cause injury. Airbags are 
designed to protect people, 
not pets. It’s always recom-
mended that pets ride in the 
back seat or the storage area of 
an SUV in vehicles equipped 
with airbags. 

• Watch those windows. 
Although riding with their 
heads out of the car window is 
a quintessential image of dogs 
in car, such situations put 
dogs in danger. Fast-blowing 
debris or litter can injure the 
dog, and heavy airfl ow can 
damage the animal’s respira-
tory system, warn veterinar-
ians. Dogs also may attempt 
to jump out.

• Invest in a restraint sys-
tem. Vehicle restraint sys-
tems keep pets safe. Small 
dogs may benefi t from being 
inside crates that are secured 
to the vehicle. Harnessing a 
pooch is another option, and 
many harnessess connect di-
rectly to seat belts. Dog gates 
and guards can be installed 
between the back seat and 
the storage bay area, which 
is great when traveling with 
multiple dogs.

• Avoid truck beds. Th e 

Safety fi rst when traveling with pets

Dogs should be properly restrained 
in vehicles and not allowed to ride with 
their heads out of the window. Th e 
high velocity of wind can damage their 
respiratory systems over time.

American Humane Soci-
ety says pets should never 
be transported in the bed of 
pickup trucks. Dogs should 
only ride in pickup trucks 
with extended cabs that allow 

their owners to secure them 
in the backseat.

Keeping passengers, in-
cluding both people and pets, 
safe in vehicles is the respon-
sibility of drivers. 

Vehicle identifi cation number etching, or 
“VIN etching,” is a theft  deterrent in which an 
automobile’s VIN, a 17-character code con-
sisting of letters and numbers unique to each 
vehicle, is etched onto the vehicle’s windows. 
Some manufacturers may etch the VIN onto 
the windows of all of their vehicles, while 
others may not. Dealerships may charge VIN 
etching fees to buyers of new vehicles, but 
buyers should always consult their insurance 
companies before agreeing to pay such fees. 

Some insurance providers do not discount 
premiums for vehicles with VIN etching, 
while others might. Drivers may not want to 
pay VIN etching fees if their insurance pro-
viders will not discount their premiums, so 
it pays to consult with providers before pur-
chasing a new vehicle. In addition, drivers 
who want to save money on etching fees but 
still do all they can to deter prospective car 
thieves may want to purchase their own VIN 
etching kits, which typically cost around $20.  

DID YOU KNOW?
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508 S. 32nd St. Fort Dodge
515-955-3365

www.troywallerautobody.com

COLLISION REPAIR · VEHICLE RESTORATIONS 
ALUMINUM CERTIFIED REPAIRS · I-CAR GOLD CLASS

ARMADILLO SPRAY ON LINERS · REMOTE STARTS
CLUB CAR SALES AND SERVICE

Any Remote Start With This Coupon
HURRY!

Humboldt Reminder  Expires 10/13/17

508 S. 32nd St., Fort Dodge
515-955-3365

www.troywallerautobody.com
COUPON

COUPON

y Remote Start With This Coup

$2500  OFFOFF

SAVE

Clearly Your 

Best Choice!

Over 25 Years 

Experience
Automotive - Commercial - Agricultural

FREE ESTIMATES! • MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

1420 E. Commercial, Algona
Ph. 515-295-5320

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
• Rock Chip Repairs Available
• Mirrors • Windows • Doors

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

WELCOME

FOR 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 515-532-2444

CLARION
1407 Central Ave. E.
515-532-2444

KANAWHA
122 E. First St.

641-762-3285

 RANDALL
305 First St.

515-328-3189

HANSON & SONS 
TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Compare our prices with anyones!  Any reasonable cash offer will not be refused.

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX LT
White, FWD, 91K miles, info ctr., blue tooth,
backup camera, touch screen 
dash, very nice $1 , 0 0

Luverne, IA www.carrollimp.com

2015 FORD TAURUS LIMITED
3.5 L V-6, Red, heated front & rear seats, 20” alloys, backup camera, Sirius, 
navigation, 90K highway miles, loaded, very sharp

2013 CHRYSLER 300
AWD, 3.6L V6 VVT, 84K miles, gray ext., black leather & wood trim, dual 
front bucket seats w/htd. leather, htd. mirrors, alloy wheels, steering 
controls, nav., Sirius Radio, back-up camera, 
loaded, very clean

$13,250

NOW 
$14,250

2006 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED
5.4L 3V Triton, AWD 4WD, 108K miles, gray leather, htd. & cooled seats, 
steering controls, info center, nav., pwr. foot pedals, pwr. htd. mirrors, 
DVD w/screen, sunroof, key pad entry, auto fold 
rear seats, loaded, good cond.

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$10,925
Bluetooth

NOWwas  $12 ,900

WAS$15,500

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED
4x4 Maroon, 43,347 miles, black leather, keyless start/entry, front bucket 
seats, heated seats, heated steering wheel+ controls, full phone capability, 
AM/FM, roadside assist, heated front/rear windshield, driver info center, 
touch screen dash monitor, power seats, mirrors, windows, voice command, 
remote start, and back-up camera. Clean loaded vehicle.

2011 GMC YUKON DENALI
Diamond white, 113,822 miles, 6.2L Vortec V8 w/Flex Fuel capability, AWD, 
20” chrome wheels, blind side zone alert, heated/cooled leather bucket 
seats, power adj. pedals, nav, Bose surround system, DVD player, Bluetooth, 
Sirius XM, heated/tilt steering wheel + controls, driver info center, rear 
audio/climate controls, back-up camera + 
built in trailer brake. Loaded vehicle. $21,988

2004 FORD F-150
Fx4 5.4 Triton, silver, 101,026k miles, black leather, keypad entry, all 
power front/rear windows, power locks, power seat, center shifter, hard 
topper, sunroof, usb & audio input. $10,500

NOW 
$8,250WAS$9,550

$19,988

White, FWD, 91K miles, info ctr., Bluetooth, backup 
camera, touch screen, dash, very nice

Th e reasons behind the 
popularity of certain au-
tomotive products tend to 
vary. Some drivers might 
prefer certain features be-
cause they’re stylish, while 
other drivers might be 
drawn to products because 
of their safety ratings. Th e 
growing popularity of LED 
lights proves that certain 
automotive products can 
give drivers the best of both 
worlds. 

In recent years, more and 
more drivers have replaced 
their manufacturer-installed 
incandescent lights with 
LED lights in both the in-
terior and exterior of their 
vehicles. LED lights provide 
considerably more aesthetic 
appeal than traditional in-
candescent lights, but the 
reasons to install LED lights 
stretch far beyond the high 
tech, stylish look they can 
give to a vehicle.

Brighter output, superior 
light diff usion

LED lights burn much 
brighter and more powerful 
than conventional incandes-
cent lights. But more light is 
not necessarily best, as un-
controlled bright light can 
be dangerous, creating ex-
cessive glare. Philips Ultinon 
lights provide excellent light 
distribution, employing a 
wide angle beam so drivers 
can see and be seen better. 
Ultinon LEDs are also avail-
able in several colors, de-
pending on the application. 
Bright white LEDs are ideal 
for use as backup and posi-
tion lights, while the cool 
blue lights add high tech 
fl are to interiors and fl oors, 
trunks, and glove compart-
ments. Amber LEDs work 
well with turn signals and 
hazard lights, whereas red 
lights are ideal for taillights.

Braking & turning
Many motorists only 

think of their vehicle lights 
through the lens of how 
the lights help them see the 
road. But lights also play a 
vital role in making drivers’ 
vehicles more visible to fel-
low motorists. Unlike tradi-
tional incandescent bulbs, 
LED lights turn on instantly, 
giving other motorists more 
time to react when drivers 
brake or turn. Th at’s espe-
cially important at night, 
when reaction time is al-
ready greatly compromised 
by a lack of natural light. 

Durability
Homeowners who have 

installed LED lights in their 
homes no doubt appreciate 
how infrequently such bulbs 
need to be changed. Th e 
same benefi ts apply to LED 
lights for automobiles. Built 
to deliver a robust, long-last-
ing performance, Ultinon 
LEDs can last up to 12 years, 
all the while providing su-
perior light output to tradi-
tional, oft en fast-burning in-
candescent lights. For many 
drivers, 12 years with a ve-
hicle is a lifetime, meaning 
that once they’re installed, 
Ultinon LEDs, which were 
designed as an easily in-
stalled direct fi t for conven-
tional interior and exterior 
bulbs, the lights may never 
need to be replaced.

Many automotive up-
grades are touted for their 
style or safety. LED lights 
provide aesthetic appeal 
while also improving driver 
visibility and making ve-
hicles more visible to fellow 
motorists. More information 
about Philips Ultinon LEDS 
can be found at www.philips.
com/automotive.  

LED lights add style without 
sacrifi cing safety

 Th e bright, instant-on capability of Philips Ultinon LEDs when braking or turning im-
mediately alerts other drivers, giving them more time to react safely.

Many drivers have experi-
enced the misfortune of get-
ting into their vehicles only 
to realize their engines won’t 
turn over. Although there may 
be plenty of reasons why a car 
will not start, quite frequently a 
dead battery is to blame.

Car batteries can last for fi ve 
years or more when properly 
cared for, but many batteries 
wear down and become ineffi  -
cient within three years of daily 
use. According to the UK-based 
company Warranty Wise, car 
batteries deteriorate with ev-
ery charge from a vehicle’s en-
gine. Naturally, drivers who are 
stranded by dead batteries wish 
they had done more to pre-
vent their battery dying while 
they’re on the road. Certain fac-
tors might off er clues as to how 
much life vehicle batteries have 
left .

• Longer start time: A dying 
battery may cause the engine 

to crank, but it can be slow to 
start or not seem to exude a lot 
of power. 

• Cranks but doesn’t start: 
You may turn the key to hear 
the engine trying to turn over, 
but it won’t. Even if the vehicle 
eventually starts, have the bat-
tery checked and, if necessary, 
replaced by a mechanic.

• A jump start has been 
necessary: Batteries that have 
required a jump or multiple 
jumps are on their last legs and 
should be replaced immedi-
ately. 

• Dim lights or check en-
gine indicator: Batteries pow-
ers the electric components in 
a vehicle, so dim lights could 
be indicative of a loss of power. 
Having the “check engine” light 
come on also can be a clue.

• Extreme temperatures: 
According to Firestone, hot or 
cold temperatures can shorten a 
battery’s life. If you live in an ex-

treme climate, your battery may 
not last as long as the manufac-
turer suggests it should.

• Short driving trips: People 
who take many short trips (less 
than 20 minutes each) may 
fi nd their batteries do not have 
enough time to fully recharge, 
shortening their life expectancy.

• Pungent aroma: Leaking 
and corrosion around the bat-
tery terminals can cause battery 
issues. If there is a rotten egg 
smell under the hood, it may be 
a leaking battery on its way to 
dying.

Drivers can have their vehi-
cle batteries tested by mechan-
ics. Batteries can be replaced at 
home or at a garage. Servicing 
the vehicle frequently can pre-
vent performance ineffi  ciencies 
and help determine if any com-
ponents are straining the bat-
tery and causing premature loss 
of battery life.  

Prevent breakdowns with battery care
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Paula DahlPaula Dahl
403 Main St., Dakota City403 Main St., Dakota City

515-890-7633515-890-7633

Please feel free to leave a message and I will get right back with you.

PAULA’S DETAILING
DOES YOUR CAR, TRUCK, VAN, SUV OR 

MOTORCYCLE NEED A GOOD CLEANING?

‘17 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited‘17 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited

$2,000
REBATE

$$3,5003,500
REBATEREBATE

leather leather 
heated heated 
seats, seats, 
trailer trailer 
towtow

‘17 Chrysler Pacifi ca Touring L‘17 Chrysler Pacifi ca Touring L

$3,000
REBATE

‘17 Jeep Cherokee Latitude‘17 Jeep Cherokee Latitude

$$5,5005,500
REBATEREBATE

‘17 Ram 1500 Big Horn‘17 Ram 1500 Big Horn

SAVE 
$$10,00010,000

‘17 Ram 1500 Laramie‘17 Ram 1500 Laramie

LimitedLimited

SAVE 
$$10,00010,000

‘17 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Big Horn‘17 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Big Horn

SAVE 
$$10,00010,000

5.7 5.7 
Hemi, Hemi, 
blackblack

Leather 
heated 
seats, 
safety 
tech

‘17 Chrysler Pacifi ca ‘17 Chrysler Pacifi ca 
Touring LTouring L

SAVE 
$$8,0008,000

‘17 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT‘17 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT

Stow Stow 
& & 
GoGo

$$21,99521,995

www.bandnauto.com

B & N AUTO SALES HRS. M-F 8 -5; Sat. 8-noon; After hours appts. available.
Stop in and see Bill • 515-332-4331 • Hwy. 3 West, Humboldt

Unlimited, Unlimited, 
Sahara, Sahara, 
leather, leather, 
hard tophard top

‘17 Jeep Wrangler‘17 Jeep Wrangler

Fall is a popular time to 
purchase a new vehicle, with 
new models hitting dealer 
lots, and signifi cant savings 
on current model year cars 
and trucks. Whether this is 
your fi rst purchase or you’ve 
done this before, there are 
more choices than ever when 
it comes to makes and models 
of vehicles, and fi nancing op-
tions for securing one.

Before heading to the deal-
ership, follow these tips to 
prepare.

• Do your research: Online 
reviews and safety ratings can 
be helpful in choosing the car 
that fi ts your needs and life-
style. Th is information will 
also come in handy when 
it comes time to negotiate. 
Consult reputable indepen-
dent sources beforehand, like 
Consumer Reports and Ed-
munds, to compare vehicles 
you’re considering.

While not as impartial, 
video reviews or “fi rst drives” 

on YouTube can help give 
you a detailed view on ve-
hicles before heading into 
a showroom. Th is research 
can also help you identify 
questions for your dealer or 
make you aware of features 
you can experience while on 
a test drive, like lane depar-
ture warnings or self-parking 
technology.

• Know your budget: Au-
tomotive expenses include 
monthly payments, car insur-
ance, fuel and maintenance 
costs. As a general guide, 
transportation expenses 
should be less than 20 per-
cent of your monthly budget. 
Use free resources, such as an 
online car payment calcula-
tor, to help determine what is 
realistic for your budget.

If you have a vehicle that 
you will be trading in or sell-
ing, estimate its value using 
tools like Kelly Blue Book. 
Th is will come in handy when 
deciding on trade-in options.

• Decide whether to buy or 
lease: Consider your lifestyle 
and budget when exploring 
fi nancing or leasing options. 
Be sure to review your credit 
report, as your score can af-
fect whether you’re approved 
for fi nancing and the rate 
you’ll receive.

Also, consider new op-
tions, such as leasing used 
vehicles. Whatever option 
you choose, be sure to know 
the details of your agreement, 
whether leasing or fi nancing 
your car.

• Test drive: Don’t forget to 
do some hands-on research, 
as well. Test drive each of 
your top choices to determine 
your favorite. You should feel 
comfortable, confi dent and 
safe behind the wheel of the 
car you select. Th e longer the 
test drive, the better. Give 
yourself as much time as 
possible to notice the details 
and get a feel for the vehicle. 
Most dealers have a predeter-

What you should know before buying or leasing a vehicle this fall

mined test route, but if you 
drive a variety of roads, this 
may not be enough. Ask your 
salesperson to go for a longer 

drive that includes highways 
and backroads. Before or af-
ter your test drive, explore 
the vehicle, touch every but-
ton, program the navigation, 
climb into the backseat, open 

the trunk or hatch.
Remember that purchas-

ing or leasing a car is a major 
fi nancial step. Do your re-
search to ensure you’re mak-
ing the best decision for you.

Commuting can be stress-
ful, and the eff ects of such 
stress does not end when 
working adults arrive at their 
offi  ces in the morning, nor 
does it cease when they enter 
their homes at night. 

According to a 2014 study 
from the United Kingdom’s 
Offi  ce for National Statis-
tics, commutes have lower 
life satisfaction, lower lev-
els of happiness and higher 
anxiety than noncommut-
ers. Researchers found that 
commuters whose travel 
times lasted between 61 and 
90 minutes were most nega-
tively aff ected by their com-
mutes.

Reducing commute times 
may be more diffi  cult than 
it seems, especially for com-
muters who own their homes 
and don’t want to sell their 
properties to move closer to 
work. Even renters may hesi-
tate to move closer to their 
offi  ces, as rental units closer 
to work might be more ex-
pensive than their existing 
apartments, even when tak-
ing lower commuting costs 
into account. 

So what can people who 
don’t want to move do to 
make their commutes less 
stressful? While the follow-
ing suggestions may not be 
enough for workers to em-
brace their commutes, they 
might make mornings and 
evenings a little more relax-
ing and benefi cial to overall 
health.

• Embrace active commut-
ing. A 2014 study from Brit-
ish researchers found that 
people who commuted via 
walking or public transporta-
tion instead of driving were 
happier and had a greater 
ability to concentrate than 
those who drove to work. 
Such commuters’ psycho-
logical well-being was also 
better compared to those 
who drove to work. Another 
study, also from researchers 
in England, found that great-
er time spent actively com-
muting is associated with a 
higher level of physical well-
being, including lower risk 
for cardiovascular disease.

• Carpool to work. Many 
commuters cite a loss of pri-
vacy as the primary reason 

How to make commuting less stressful
they do not carpool to work 
with their coworkers. But 
carpooling may help alleviate 
some of the stress associated 
with commuting. For exam-
ple, carpools tend to rotate 
drivers. During traffi  c jams, 
passengers may not be as 
stressed out as drivers, who 
must negotiate traffi  c pat-
terns and deal with equally 
frustrated drivers who may 
be driving aggressively. In 
addition, sharing a commute 
with someone opens the 
door to conversation, which 
can be a welcome diversion 
from traffi  c. 

• Prepare for boredom. 
Commuting can be just as 
boring as it is frustrating, 
even on days when the roads 
are relatively empty or the 
train cars are not fi lled to ca-
pacity. Boredom can make 
commutes more tiring and 

frustrating, so download 
podcasts or audiobooks to 
listen to on the way to and 
from work so you have some-
thing interesting to occupy 
your mind on your commute. 

• Embrace the lack of con-
trol. While lack of control 
over their trips to and from 
the offi  ce frustrates many 
professionals, embracing that 
lack of control might just al-
leviate some of the stress. 
Drivers can make a con-
certed eff ort to stop letting 
traffi  c jams be so frustrating, 
while mass transit riders can 
be glad they are not the ones 
responsible for navigating 
congested highways or train 
tunnels facing heavy delays.

Commuting is a signifi -
cant source of stress for many 
professionals. But there are 
ways to make commutes less 
stressful and even enjoyable.  

Pet of the MonthPet of the Month
Share your pet with  

the readers of

email your photo to
jen@humboldtnews.com

Please include pet’s name, 

owner’s name & hometown
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Your Low Price Volume DealerYour Low Price Volume Dealer

(515) 576-7505
(800) 362-2174
2723 5th Ave S

Fort Dodge
www.fdford.com

FOREVER
WARRANTY

Unlimited Miles ... FOREVER
On ALL New Ford, Lincoln,

and Toyota vehicles

401 Sumner Ave.
Humboldt

515-332-2064

Locally owned and operated and serving the
Humboldt area 60 years.

COMPLETE CAR AND TRUCK TIRE SERVICE

Full service automotive shop: 
Wheel alignment, tire balancing, 

oil change, complete exhaust service, 
brakes, struts and shocks.

sion. While knowing how to 
perform these routine tasks is 
an invaluable skill, you may 
prefer taking your car to a 
professional. Find a trusted 
mechanic near your home 
or campus. Th at way, you’ll 
know who to call should you 
have an issue down the line.

Use this back-to-school 
season as an opportunity to 
become a savvier car shopper, 
a safer driver and a more re-
sponsible car owner.

During back-to-school 
season, students are oft en 
on the hunt for what may be 
their fi rst car. Th ere are many 
factors to consider beyond 
budget, and experts say this 
can be a diffi  cult process to 
navigate.

“With hundreds of makes 
and models to choose from, 
young car buyers can fi nd 
it challenging to select the 
best match for their new life-
styles,” says Brian Moody, ex-
ecutive editor at Autotrader.

Th ere may likely be con-
fl icting priorities between the 
student who will be driving 
the car and the parents who 
may be funding the purchase.

To help families select cars 
for young drivers, as well as 
prepare them for safe travels, 
the experts at Autotrader are 
sharing tips and insights.

• Consider new vs. used 
vs. hand-me-down: New cars 
don’t typically require much 
maintenance, which can 
make them good choices for 
young people, who should 
be focused foremost on their 
driving. Plus, new cars have 
all the latest safety features. 
However, new cars can mean 
depreciation, as they lose 
value at a much faster rate 
than used cars. While a used 
car will likely be cheaper, it 
may come with more main-
tenance costs. Lastly, parents 
may consider simply giving 
their current vehicle to their 
child, assuming the car is in 
good driving condition.

• Prioritize Safety: Th e 
latest safety features are par-
ticularly important for those 
with less experience behind 
the wheel. Before selecting 
a vehicle, consider review-
ing crash test ratings from 
the National Highway Traffi  c 
Safety Administration.

• Rethink Value: Value 
doesn’t necessarily mean buy-
ing the least expensive car. 
Remember to take into con-
sideration fuel economy, re-
sale value and practicality. Is 
this a vehicle that will spend 
more time in the shop than 
on the road? Also consider 
which services will come with 
the purchase. Some new cars, 
for example, come with free 
scheduled maintenance for a 
specifi c number of miles. You 
can also narrow down your 
options based on which cars 
are most aff ordable to insure.

• Technology: Young driv-
ers today are likely going to be 
keen on selections with in-car 
technology. Voice-activated 
Bluetooth, hands-free calling 
and music streaming are just 
a few features that may appeal 
to your young driver.

Whatever way you acquire 
your vehicle, it’s important to 
remember that regular main-
tenance will extend the life 
of your car. Frequently wash 
your car to keep the paint 
and fi nish in good condition. 
Check tire pressure, inspect 
wiper blades, the engine, 
belts, hoses and coolant, and 
check alignment and suspen-

Back-to-school: top car buying tips for young drivers

Th ere’s good news, bad 
news and great news about 
children and safety on the 
road.

Th e good news is that car 
seats, booster seats and seat 
belts save lives. In fact, in 
2015, car seats saved the lives 
of an estimated 248 children 
under age 5. 

Th e bad news is every day 
in America, too many chil-
dren ride in car seats that 
have been installed incor-
rectly, or are riding in the 
wrong car seats for their ages 
and sizes. Some children 
even ride while completely 
unsecured. According to the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s National Highway 
Traffi  c Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), 59 percent of car 
seats are not installed cor-
rectly. Every 33 seconds in 
2015, a child under the age 
of 13 was involved in a crash. 
On average, two children un-
der 13 were killed and 319 
children were injured every 
day in 2015 while riding in 
cars, SUVs, pickups and vans. 

Th e great news is that when 
used correctly, car seats re-
duce the risk of fatal injury by 

71 percent for infants and by 
54 percent for toddlers. For 
infants and toddlers in light 
trucks, the corresponding 
reductions were 58 percent 
and 59 percent, respectively. 
By law, all children must be 
buckled up in appropriate car 
seats or booster seats while 
riding in cars. 

Keeping Kids Safe
During Child Passenger 

Safety Week, September 17–
23, 2017, many communities 
will have Certifi ed Child Pas-
senger Safety Technicians on 
hand to provide training on 
how to use car seats, booster 
seats and seat belts for chil-
dren. While most parents are 
confi dent they’ve correctly 
installed their child’s car seat, 
many have not. 

What’s more, according to 
NHTSA data, in 2015, about 
25.8 percent of children 4 to 
7 were prematurely moved to 
seat belts, when they should 
have been riding in booster 
seats. Technicians can also 
help educate consumers 
about choosing the right car 
seat for their child, the im-
portance of registering that 

car seat with its manufac-
turer, and what to expect if 
the seat is subject to a safety 
recall.
 Anyone driving with a 
child in the car should read 
and carefully follow the in-
stallation instructions includ-
ed with a car seat as well as 
the vehicle owner’s manual. 
 NHTSA recommends 
keeping children in rear-fac-
ing car seats as long as pos-
sible, up to the car seat’s top 
height or weight limit. Th en, 
it’s time for a forward-facing 
car seat with a harness and 
tether. Aft er outgrowing this 
car seat, the child should ride 
in a booster seat until he or 
she is the right size to use a 
seat belt safely. For a seat belt 
to fi t properly, the lap belt 
must lie across the upper 
thighs, not the stomach, and 
the shoulder belt should be 
snug across the shoulder and 
chest, not the neck or face.
 Whether they are in a car 
seat, a booster seat, or buck-
led in their seat belt, children 
under 13 should always ride 
in the backseat because it’s 
safer there.

Keep your kids on the road to safety

 Using car seats and boosters that are age and size appropriate is the best way to keep 
your children safe. 
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1015 N. Main, Algona, IA 50511 • 515-295-3588 • www.buscherbros.com
BOOK YOUR OFF SEASON REPAIRS NOW!

SP
ECIA

L

SP
ECIA

L
$99Includes RV Antifreeze

‘17‘17
CLOSEOUTSCLOSEOUTS

ASK ABOUT RV STORAGE!

Sometimes referred to as 
recreational vehicles, travel 
trailers or campers, RVs are 
popular. According to the 
Recreation Vehicle Industry 
Association, RV shipments 
through February 2017 to-
taled 73,287 units. Th is rep-
resents an increase of 8.6 per-
cent from the same period in 
2016. In fact, RV shipments  
have increased for seven con-
secutive years.
Th is popularity might be 
driven by the aff ordabil-
ity and convenience of vaca-
tioning in an RV. Essentially 
hotels or homes on wheels, 
campers provide many ame-
nities in a compact package. 
RVs can be enjoyable, but  
mechanical failures and other 
problems can happen. 
Regular maintenance, care 
and examination is necessary 
to avoid trip interruptions. 
According to the recreational 

vehicle advice gurus at Do It 
Yourself RV, RVs require all 
of the standard maintenance 
of a car plus much more. 
• Schedule oil changes and 
fi lter replacement. To keep 
the hard-working engine of 
an RV operating at optimal 
capacity, oil changes and air 
fi lter replacements should be 
conducted at regular inter-
vals and in adherence to the 
owner’s manual. Such main-
tenance prevents engines 
from seizing.
• Keep it covered. RV roofs 
are susceptible to sun and 
environmental damage. Store 
the RV under a steel RV car-
port or cover it using a prod-
uct specifi cally designed for 
an RV. Remember to routine-
ly inspect and clean the roof 
of the camper as well.
• Check for leaks. Look under 
the RV and/or tow vehicle 
for any signs of leaks. Repair 

leaks promptly. Transmis-
sion fl uid leaks can lead to 
vehicle fi res. When checking 
for leaks, check fl uid levels to 
ensure they’re at the proper 
level. Th is includes engine 
oil, transmission fl uid, power 
steering fl uid, windshield 
washer fl uid, and brake fl uid.
• Check radiator coolant. 
Radiator coolant is another 
important fl uid to check. An-
tifreeze protects the engine in 
cold temperatures, but it also 
helps the engine run cooler 
in hot temperatures. Wait for 
the RV to cool down before 
checking fl uids.
• Periodically run the genera-
tor. RV generators shouldn’t 
go unused for too long. Gaso-
line has a short shelf life, and 
aft er time it can break down, 
condense and damage the 
generator’s internal compo-
nents. Run the generator if 
the RV has not been used for 

awhile. Be sure to change the 
oil and fi lter of the generator 
regularly as well.
• Drain and clean water and 
waste systems. Water sys-
tems can benefi t from be-
ing drained periodically and 
fl ushed with clean, fresh wa-
ter. Th e disposal waste system 
needs to be drained as indi-
cated in the owner’s manual. 
• Lubricate joints and slide-
out rails. Avoid rust and cor-
rosion by spraying moving 
parts with a lubricant spray.
RVs can be a home away 
from home while vacationing 
or touring the country. With 
proper maintenance, they can 
run like new for years.  

Campers’ guide to RV care and maintenance

7  Years
Voted Best
Body Shop!

   

C “We Bake 
Our  Finishes”

(515) 576-0202
1710 5th Ave. So.

Fort Dodge, IA
**FREE LOANER CARS**
Celebrating 37 Years!

• We work on all makes & models of vehicles 
• We work with all insurance companies 
• FREE loaner cars during you repair 
• All of our technicians are I-CAR Certifi ed 
• We also provide a free lifetime - transferrable warranty!

As men and women age, 
various factors may aff ect 
their ability to drive. In ad-
dition to issues with memo-
ry, seniors may have failing 
eyesight and physical limi-
tations, and their reaction 
time may slow down. In such 
instances, seniors’ ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle 
may be questioned. 

Age alone is not a reliable 
measure of driving ability, 
but many of the issues that 
aff ect one’s ability to safely 
drive a vehicle tend to appear 
as men and women near their 
golden years. 

Losing the ability to safely 
operate an automobile can 
greatly reduce a person’s in-
dependence. Th at is why pe-
riodic driver evaluations may 
be met with some reluctance. 
Aging men and women who 
don’t want to avoid poten-
tial confl icts with concerned 
family members can take 

their own steps to ensure they 
maintain their ability to safely 
operate a motor vehicle.
Schedule a driving safety 
evaluation

When drivers’ abilities to 
operate a motor vehicle be-
come suspect, a thorough 
evaluation should be sched-
uled. Th e evaluation should 
not be handled by a family 
physician or family member, 
but by an unbiased third 
party like a Certifi ed Driving 
Rehabilitation Specialist. Th is 
is a therapist who has special 
certifi cation to assist people 
with disabilities, including 
older adults, with driving. 
Th ey can help individuals 
with adaptive equipment or 
techniques if driving issues 
stem from something that 
can be addressed.
Figure out if the car “fi ts” 
the individual

A program called CarFit 
can help drivers assess if their 
car is suited to their abilities. 
A team of trained technicians 
and/or health profession-
als work with participants 
to ensure their vehicles are 
equipped for maximum safety 
and comfort. A properly ad-
justed vehicle is as important 
as one’s cognitive and physi-

cal abilities. Adjustments can 
include mirror placement, 
good foot positioning and 
sitting at the proper distance 
from the steering wheel. 
People can learn about an up-
coming event at www.car-fi t.
org.
Take a driver improvement 
course

Driver improvement 
courses are provided by vari-
ous organizations, including 
some insurance companies. 
AARP also has a Driver Safe-
ty Course to lower the risk of 
traffi  c violations, collisions 
and injuries. Completion of 
these courses can help drivers 
enhance their abilities behind 
the wheel and may result in 
lower premiums for mature 
drivers.
Keep the mind and body fi t

Regular exercise and a 
healthy diet can be assets for 
mature drivers. Mental fi t-
ness techniques and brain 
exercises can improve reac-
tion time, while aerobic and 
strength-training workouts 
can keep the body in shape.

Driving is one of the key 
avenues to personal indepen-
dence. Strengthening seniors’ 
driving abilities is a goal of 
many organizations.  

Help senior drivers maintain their independence 

Find 
Humboldt 

Newspapers 
on 

Facebook!
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CONNECT WITH US!

humboldtnews

@humboldtnewspapers

512 Sumner Avenue, Humboldt   |   515.332.2514

or visit our website

www.humboldtnews.com

@HumboldtNewspapers
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2004 Ford F-1502004 Ford F-150

AT2047, 199,950 miles, blue, $9,725AT2047, 199,950 miles, blue, $9,725
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2014 Ford F-1502014 Ford F-150
AT2048, 39,607 miles, magnetic, $35,995AT2048, 39,607 miles, magnetic, $35,995

O
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$22,980$22,980
2016 Ford Fusion2016 Ford Fusion

AC2044, 22,043 miles, shadow black, $22,980AC2044, 22,043 miles, shadow black, $22,980

$18,920$18,920$16,450$16,450
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$37,950$37,950
2017 Infi nity QX602017 Infi nity QX60

AT2055, 22,757 miles, liquid platinum, $38,950AT2055, 22,757 miles, liquid platinum, $38,950

O
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$22,900$22,900
2016 Chrysler Town & Country 2016 Chrysler Town & Country 

AT2052, 29,603 miles, bright white, $22,995AT2052, 29,603 miles, bright white, $22,995
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$25,900$25,900
2017 Chevrolet Impala2017 Chevrolet Impala

AC2051, 22,734 miles, silver ice metallic, $26,495AC2051, 22,734 miles, silver ice metallic, $26,495
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ca

l T
ra

de

$5,495$5,495

2004 Ford Taurus2004 Ford Taurus
AT2045B, 101,429 miles, gray, $5,495AT2045B, 101,429 miles, gray, $5,495

2014 Ford Mustang2014 Ford Mustang
AC2023A, 51,894 miles, gray, $17,995AC2023A, 51,894 miles, gray, $17,995

2016 Fiat 500X 2016 Fiat 500X 
AJT2816A, 9,243 miles, white , $19,975AJT2816A, 9,243 miles, white , $19,975

O
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w
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r

$15,650$15,650
2015 Toyota Corolla2015 Toyota Corolla

ACT2938B, 25,873 miles, silver, $15,900ACT2938B, 25,873 miles, silver, $15,900

$34,950$34,950

Knowing what to do when 
a car breaks down can make 
such unfortunate situations 
much less stressful for driv-
ers. Smartphones and wifi  
networks may make it less 
stressful to cope with broken 
down vehicles. However, wifi  
networks are not always ac-
cessible in remote locations, 
so drivers would be wise to 
revisit these tips for handling 
broken down vehicles, cour-
tesy of Esurance, in advance 
of their next road trip.
• Turn on hazard lights. Haz-
ard lights inform other driv-
ers that something is wrong 
with your vehicle, and the 
sight of hazard lights typical-
ly compels fellow motorists 
to give drivers a wide berth 
and facilitate their moving off  
of the roadway.
• Attempt to get off  the high-
way. Aft er turning on their 
hazard lights, drivers who 
know or suspect something 
is wrong with their vehicles 
should try to get off  
the highway. Move 
into the right-hand 
lane as soon as pos-
sible, ultimately try-
ing to get onto the 
shoulder. Avoid the 
left -hand shoulder 
if possible, as the 
left  lane is a pass-
ing lane and motor-
ists likely won’t be 
expecting vehicles 
in this area of the 
highway. 
• Turn the steering 
wheel away from 
the road. Broken 

down vehicles are unpredict-
able, and drivers may not 
have the luxury of pulling 
over onto fl at road surfaces. 
Turning the steering wheel 
away from the road prevents 
it from rolling into traffi  c if 
drivers are forced to pull over 
on an incline.
• Be especially careful before 
exiting the vehicle. Exiting a 
broken down vehicle can be 
very dangerous, especially 
when drivers are forced to 
pull over on busy highways. 
Drivers who have pulled 
over into the right shoulder 
should wait to exit the car 
until there is ample time for 
them to get out and safely 
make it to the shoulder. If 
necessary, crawl across the 
front seat and exit using the 
passenger-side door. All pas-
sengers should exit the ve-
hicle on the passenger-side if 
the car has been pulled onto 
the right shoulder.
• Call for help. Only aft er 

they have safely gotten their 
vehicles off  the highway 
should drivers call for help. 
Passengers may want to avoid 
calling until the car is off  the 
road as well, as it can make 
for faster relief if callers wait 
until they know their exact 
location to call for help.
• Set up fl ares or triangles be-
hind the vehicle. If it’s safe to 
do so, set up fl ares or trian-
gles behind the vehicle. If the 
fl ares or triangles are buried 
in the trunk, drivers can ask a 
passenger to serve as lookout 
and warn them if they need 
to get away from the vehicle.
• Pop the hood. An opened 
hood is another indicator 
that a vehicle is broken down 
and can be especially valuable 
to drivers who do not have 
fl ares or triangles.
• Wait for help. Do not at-
tempt to fi x the vehicle on the 
side of the highway. Doing so 
leaves drivers vulnerable to 
oncoming motorists.  

What to do when your vehicle breaks down

I SELL LOWER PRICED USED CARS
NORMAL INVENTORY 

CARS FROM
$2,500 - $6,000

IF YOU WANT IT SOLD - CALL ME!IF YOU WANT IT SOLD - CALL ME!

Brad Strutzenberg 
601 1st St N. Dakota City, IA 50529 

515.890.0420 (cell)                   515.332.4024 (office) 
bradjs@mchsi.com 

I-Sell-4-You 

515.890.0420 (cell)   

1 Block South of Humboldt Rent-All

Humboldt
Motor 
Sales

Cars Plus

B&N

Dean’s Auto Sales

Hwy 3

H
w

y 
16

9 If I don’t have what 
you’re looking for, 

Humboldt has 
reputable dealers with 

later model cars

CARS, PICKUPS, SUVS & MINIVANS
Call for current inventory

I will buy or sell your vehicle for you.
I “SELL” almost anything with a 

motor. I also will buy or sell your vehicle 
including cars, trucks, boats, campers, etc.
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• CHECK TIRES AND TREAD DEPTH
• WIPER BLADES
• CHECK FLUID LEVELS
- Engine Oil
- Brake Fluid Reservoir
- Transmission
- Coolant Recovery 
   Reservoir
- Power Steering
- Windshiled Washer
• CHECK BATTERY
- Battery Condition
- Battery Cables & Connections

Our Everyday Low Price

OIL CHANGE

PLUS A FREE 
CERTIFIED 

MULTI-POINT 
INSPECTIONINSPECTION

$$49499595

515-332-2764 • 800-566-8671 • HWY. 3 EAST, HUMBOLDT
HUMBOLDT MOTOR SALES

GM & ASE 
Certified 

Technicians 
who can fix it right 

the first time!
See us for all your 

service and 
parts needs!

Why Service Your Vehicle At Humboldt Motor Sales, Inc.
We use GM DEXOS, a full synthetic oil recommended & certifi ed by General Motors.
 1. Improves Fuel Mileage
 2. Signifi cant Wear Protection
 3. Improved Piston Cleanliness
 4. Reduces Volatility & Oil Consumption

✔ 6-Quart Oil Change & Filter
✔ Lube Chassis
✔ 4-Tire Rotation
✔ Top Off All Fluids
✔ 27 Point Inspection

COUPON

Coupon expires 9/30/17

$500
OFF

Oil 
Change

HUMBOLDT MOTOR SALES

COUPON

SHAWN GEORGE
Service ManagerHumboldt Motor Sales has been in business since 1980 and will continue to be here for all your service needs! DEAN OTTO

Parts Manager

Check us out online at humboldtgm.com for 
specials and to schedule an appointment

$10000
MAIL-IN REBATE
(DEBIT CARD)*

ON A SET OF FOUR TIRES

+
TIRE PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE

PROVIDE US WITH A BETTER PRICE AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE 
AND WE’LL MATCH IT. FIND A BETTER PRICE WITHIN 30 DAYS OF 
THE PURCHASE, AND WE’LL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE.**
*See participating U.S. dealer for details and rebate form, which must be postmarked by 10/31/17. Allow 6 to 8 weeks 
for delivery of debit card. Rebate form and details available at mycertifi edservicerebates.com. Offer ends 9/30/17.
**Ad, written estimate, or Internet quote for identical tire(s) from a competing tire retailer/installer located within 
100 miles of the dealer required during guarantee period for price match. Offer valid at participating U.S. Dealers.

SELECT BRANDS

• CHECK BRAKES/MEASURE FRONT 
   AND REAR LININGS
• ADDITIONAL CHECKS
- Inspect for visible leaks:
 Fuel System
 Engine, Transmission, Drive Axle, 
 Transfer Case
 Engine Cooling System
 Shocks & Struts, also check operation
- Inspect visual condition:
 Belts
 Hoses
 Engine Air Filter & Cabin Air Filters
 Steering Components and Steering Linkage
 CB Drive Axle Boots or Driveshafts and U-joints
 Exhaust System Components

For all your service needs 
from engine oil changes to 

major repairs!

Some models may be slightly higher.

TRANNY FLUSH............................ 
$16315

COOLING FLUSH, 
 Dex-Cool Antifreeze.............................

$15545

TUNE-UP, 
      6 cyl. with Platinum Plugs................

$20710
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3500604.9

2500600

up to
$8250.00604.9

1000600

2016 CY sales. 2Not all buyers qualify for Ford Credit financing. Dealer to insert additional disclaimers and is responsible for adherence to
all state and local regulations.

515-532-6603 • Clarion
www.wrightcountymotors.com
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