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NOW’S THE TIME TO FIX UP, SPRUCE UP, BUILD OR REMODEL WITH HELP FROM
THE MANY BUSINESSES IN THIS SPECIAL INSERT.
FEATURING COMPANIES FROM HUMBOLDT, FORT DODGE, ALGONA, EAGLE
GROVE, GILMORE CITY, BADGER, POCAHONTAS, LU VERNE, BODE AND
SURROUNDING AREAS!
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Sue’s Draperies, Etc., has been in business 41 years

By PHIL MONSON

For 41 years, Sue’s
Draperies, Etc.,, in Fort
Dodge, has stood the test of
time with quality products
and service.

I’s been Sue Baedke’s
approach for many years and
don’t look for it to change.

“When I started in the
window treatment business,
most styles were draperies,
valances, sheers and some
metal mini blinds. Now
things have changed some
with alternative products
like shades and blinds with
perhaps some side panels
to soften the look,” Baedke
said.

“We still can do any type or
style of window treatments,
including vintage and retro,”
said Baedke,” a lifelong Fort
Dodge area resident.

“Clients seem to want
a little more scaled down
and sleek look, but very
functional with motorization
with remote control or
cordless lifting systems
instead of cords. With
today’s products you can set
up an app on your phone to
control your shades from
almost anywhere there is
internet access,” Baedke
said.

“Baedke’s love for design
and home decorating goes
back to her childhood in
the 4-H youth program for
many years. Originally, I
was employed by White’s
Furniture in furniture and
flooring sales and also doing
business bookwork,” Baedke
said.

“When asked to work
for  Sherwin  Williams
Decorating Center in Fort
Dodge, they did custom
window treatments that
I had no background in at
the time. The company had
training staff in different
locations that they would
send me to learn the logistics
of measuring and figuring
out yardage for customer
jobs. My background and
love of decorating along
with the specific training
from Sherwin Williams led
me to then manage Drapery
World, which was part of the
Furniture and Carpet World
businesses in downtown
Fort Dodge,” Baedke said.

“When they were closing
in the early 1980s, I had to
either sink or swim, so I
dediced to go on my own
and specialize in the custom-

4 Su€'s Draperies €sc,

1718 Central Avenue - Fort Dodge
FREE SHOP-AT-HOME DECORATING SERVICE

made window treatments.
Window treatments is a
general term describing any
type of fabric treatments,
shade and blinds used to
give privacy, insulation and
beauty to both homes and
businesses,” Baedke said.

“Since we do more than
just draperies, I've added
‘Etc’ to the end of my
business name. I offer free
shop-at-home service where
I come to your home or
office, bring samples and
make suggestions. We can
do everything from the
beginning to the end of the
project, whether it’s one
window, remodeling your
house or building a new
home. I have always worked
with many of the largest
worldwide companies such
as Hunter Douglas and
Lafayette Interior Fashions,”
Baedke said.

“They  offer  quality
products and great warranty
support and online websites.

v
-

Sue Baedke of Sue’s Draperies, Etc., in Fort Dodge, can custom design window treatments for new homes or any
remodeling project.

A wide range of products are available for selection at Sue’s Draperies, Etc., in Fort Dodge.

+ Custom Window Treatments
+ Drapes
+ Window Blinds
+ Window Shades
- Custom Bedding

Call for ar

appointme

TODAY!
515.955.5398

Hrs: Mon-Thurs + 10AM-5PM,
Fri & Sat by appointment

SUE BAEDKE, Owner & Decorating Consultant
suesdraperies@frontiernet.net
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I have a website (www.
suesdraperiesetc.com)

that offers many photos
and ideas that can help the
customer become familiar
with  what’s  available,”
Baedke said.

“I’ve had great response to
my website and it has been
helpful for clients moving
to our area and seeking help
with their home decorating,”
Baedke said.

“My normal range of
business is about a 50-mile
radius of Fort Dodge but
I have also done several
jobs for my clients that I've
worked with and that have
moved to other states. By
offering online chats and
facetime visits, we can
work together and then we
can shop them the finished
products. We have shipped
to at least four states and
Canada,” Baedke said.

“Some customes have
moved to our area and
used my website first to
familiarize themselves with
my work and background.
One of the favorite parts of
my business is that I get to
know the people as I work
with them and understand
their likes and dislikes,”
Baedke said.

“Some people prefer to
come into my store and
see displays of the window
treatments and then I will
bring samples to their

home office and offer a no-
obligation quote. I say I work
part-time because I try to
take Fridays off to have a
three-day weekend. But by
the time Monday comes, I'm
very ready to get back to my
work,” Baedke said.

“If you love what you do,
it’s not a hard job and I love
interacting with my clients,”
Baedke said.

Sue’s  Draperies  Etc.,
located at 1718 Central
Avenue, Fort Dodge, IA, is
open weekdays, Monday
through Thursday 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
are by appointment.

“When I’'m out measuring
and showing samples I
have ladies that are at my
store to take messages and
appointments. I'm only a
phone call away at 515-955-
5398.

“There have been quite
a few changes in window
treatments over the years
and so many updates with
new technology. Offering
motorized options that can
be controlled with hand-
held remotes, wall-mounted
remotes or by working with
a phone app,” Baedke said.

“The laws are changing

Baedke says she found her
calling a long time ago and
is committed to providing
service and long-lasting

quality and beautiful window
treatments.

“It has been an honor to
work with my clients and
then a second generation
that might need something

about child and pet safety |

with cords so most of our
treatments  offer  want
control, cordless lifting or
the motorization,” Baedke
said.

COUNTERTOPS
GRANITE

in their homes or condos.
What I love is helping find
the right options for them
for their homes. We actually
have thousands of fabrics
from all over the world that
can be made in the United
States to fit any décor,”
Baedke said.

Sue Baedke of Sue’s Draperies, Etc., in Fort Dodge, has a
wide range of products for her customers.

SHOWERS
QUARTZ

MON-THU ... 10-5
FRI & SAT... and
Evenings by Appt.

PHONE 955-5308

Sue’s Draperies, Etc., is located at 1718 Central Avenue in
Fort Dodge, but serves customers in a 50-mile radius.

FIREPLACES
QUARTZITE
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LOTTA SAVINGS!

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME
WITH A NEW GARAGE DOOR!
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Overhead Door Comp any y Wex S|d|ng1 /‘&&%j “’
of Webster County™ A Wedgef-v-vff C'

One of the top investments a homeowner can make is upgrading
their garage door. If you are planning on selling your home, a
new door will boost the appearance of your home and increase
your listing price. In addition to increasing the value of your
home and the curb appeal, you can increase your homes energy
efficiency and security. Overhead Door Company

of Webster County " is here for all your garage door needs! e
T

The Genuine. The Orlgmal Call 515-890-8993 or 515-393-7217
www.zinnelroofingandexteriorsia.com

Roof Inspections + Steel Roofing Systems
Gutter Systems & Covers + Roof Repair + Siding
Custom Built Residential Roofing Systems

515-955-DOOR (3667) Lear X cUuerk (e
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE, LLC.

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - SOLAR POWER = For ALL your home renovation needs &=
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‘Do you:like*Wrought Iron
Bring your ideas to “Wally’s Iron Works” =

and let Paul help to make your design become a reality.
Locally made to your specifications. "

HUMBOLDT
Call us at 515-332-2514 or e-mail info@humboldtnews.com for a N EWS P APE RS

FREE quote on your printing project today!
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How DIY can be bad for homeowners’ bottom lines

Homeowners know it can
be tempting to go the do-it-
yourself (DIY) route when
startingahomeimprovement
project. Home repairs and
renovations can be costly,
and the notion of saving
money on such projects
compels many homeowners
to try their hand at home
improvements. However, the
DIY approach can be costly
as well, and if things go
awry, homeowners may end
up with empty pockets and

unfinished projects.
Online  tutorials and
advertisements for home

improvement retailers can
make DIY seem like a snap.
However, there are potential
pitfalls to consider that
could make the ostensibly
less expensive DIY route
far ~ more  detrimental
to the bottom line than
homeowners may recognize.
e Permits: Permits ensure
work is done in accordance
with local codes, which
are designed to ensure the
safety of residents and

Signs it’s

Spring is a season of
rejuvenation that compels
millions across the globe
to quit hibernating and get
back to enjoying the great
outdoors. Spring also marks
a great time to assess a
home’s exterior, namely
those areas like a deck where
people will spend a lot of
time in the warmer months
to come.

Assessing a deck after
winter can be eye-opening.
Harsh winter weather can
take its toll on a deck, and
the following are some
telltale signs that a deck

their neighbors. Licensed
contractors know which
permits are necessary for
projects they’re hired to
work on, and many even
procure permits for their
clients (homeowners are
urged to read estimates
and contracts to determine
who will be responsible for
acquiring the appropriate
permits). DIYers may not
know about local permits,
and therefore go ahead with
projects without procuring
any. That can be harmful in
the short- and long-term.
In the short-term, a failure
to procure the appropriate
permits can make ahomeless
safe and potentially lead to
costly fines and necessitate
a complete do-over of the
project. In the long-term,
homeowners who did not
secure the appropriate
permits may not be given
a certificate of occupancy
(CO) when putting their
homes on the market, which
can make it very difficult to
sell the home.

e Ancillary costs: The
ancillary costs of DIY are
not often noted in online
tutorials. However, such
costs can  dramatically
increase the amount of
money DIYers shell out in
order to complete projects
on their own. Ancillary costs
include but are not limited
to the price of tools and
equipment; disposal fees for
materials that will need to
be discarded; and the cost
of permits. These costs are
often included in estimates
provided by contractors, but
they’re easily overlooked by
novice DIYers.

e Repairs: Even experienced
contractors make mistakes,
so DIYers, particularly
novices, can anticipate
making a few errors along
the way. Minor mistakes
may not prove too costly,
but more significant mishaps
can quickly negate any cost
savings  associated  with
DIY renovations. The cost
to fix DIY mistakes varies
depending on the project,

but a 2019 survey from
Porch.com found that the
average DIY mistake cost
homeowners  $310  and
added five and a half hours
to the overall time spent
to complete a project. It’s
worth noting the Porch.com

survey was conducted prior
to the dramatic increase in
materials costs related to
inflation in recent years. So
it’s reasonable to assume
that fixing DIY mistakes in
2024 could end up costing
considerably more than a

time to repair or replace your deck

could be in need of repair or
replacement.

e  Wobbly underfoot
and in hand: Wobbly
planks and railings are

one sign of a deteriorating
deck homeowners won’t
recognize as they hide from
winter weather indoors.
But these tend to reveal
themselves rather quickly
when examining a deck after
winter. Wobbly planks in the
middle of the deck can be
inconvenient, but wobbly
steps and railings can be
dangerous. According to the
home improvement resource

Angi, wobbly railings can be
a byproduct of rot. A local
decking professional can
assess the extent of the rot
in railings and elsewhere and
determine the best course of
action. If the rot is isolated
to an area or two, a simple
repair may be all that’s
necessary. Extensive rot may
require a full replacement of
the existing deck.

e Faded paint: Many
homeowners paint their
wood decks, and that paint
will not last forever. Faded
paint can turn an otherwise
lovely deck into an eyesore,

Whether your home is contemporary, traditional or transitional,
Onyx showers and baths are a perfect solution to update your bath.

Offering quality without compromise, Onyx products come with a
lifetime guarantee. It's time to make your dreams a reality.

204 E Broadway St. | Eagle Grove, IA 50533 | 515.448.3843

and paint can fade over the
winter. Thankfully, a local
painter can address a faded
deck and may recommend
some additional strategies
to safeguard the deck against
fading next winter and
beyond.

e Holesinthewood: Manya
homeowner has encountered
curious-looking holes in
their deck. This could be a
sign of insect infestation.
Termites, carpenter ants and
carpenter bees are among
the various types of insects
that can bore holes through
wood. Homeowners who

notice holes throughout
their deck are urged to call
a deck professional and/
or pest control firm to
assess the holes and offer
a solution. Though small
issues may be addressed with
repairs, a deck littered with
holes caused by insects may
need a full replacement.

e Rust: Wood decks may
be made of wood, but they
can still exhibit signs of
rust, namely in the nails and
metal connectors that hold
the deck together. If screws
have rusted to the point
where they are no longer

few hundred dollars.

Before diving in to DIY,
homeowners may want
to consider the real costs
associated with foregoing
professional experience in
the potentially misplaced
hopes of saving a few dollars.

holding the deck together,
a full-scale replacement
could be in the cards, as the
deck could have substantial

structural damage. Like
other issues that can
reveal themselves during

a springtime inspection of
the deck, rust necessitates

a thorough examination
by an experienced decking
professional.

Many people do not use
their decks during winter,
which only underscores the
significance of a full deck
inspection in spring.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
DESIGN BUILD HOMES & KITCHENS

HOME & HOMESTEAD

515.341.6022

HOMEANDHOMESTEADREALTY.COM
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“It'’s unwise to pay too much, but it’s worse to pay too little. When you pay too much,
you lose a little money...that is all. When you pay too little, you sometimes lose
everything, because what you bought was incapable of doing what it was bought to
do. The common law of business balance prohibits paying a little and getting a lot...
it can’t be done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to add something for the
risk you run. And if you do that, you will have enough to pay for something better.”

Let us help design your =y = —=mm BUSINESS 101

new landscape area!

b 3

APPLES TO APPLES
PRICE GUARANTEE

oy

We guarantee the lowest price available for materials, workmanship and warranty.

planmng the perfect fit for you! If a contractor with quality materials, workmanship and warranties of equal
W m n specifications offers to perform the work for less than the amount we quote, we will
e e s 2095 K ROAD HUMBOLDT complete the work and refund the difference. Ask our project managers for details.
‘ Garder! Fen:cer Ej PH.515-332-1979 hnee (97 1 [ o
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 ExTERORS: o8

abc Seamless Steel Siding Steel Roofing Systems  Seamless Gutter Systems
Soffit & Fascia Cover Leaf Protection Systems Windows & Doors Architectural Accents

515-332-4762 WWW.SATERNEXTERIORS.COM
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Don’t forget to add on to
your home insurance!

Even a minor alteration in your home could
change the value.

Review your policy with us to make sure
your home is properly protected! e
HUMBOLDT MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSOC.
ABENS-MARTY-CURRAN AGENCY

P.0. Box 35 * Humboldt, IA 50548 « 515-332-2953
humboldtmutualinsurance.com

GE APPLIANCE

N . -
Sales Serv1ce Delivery Installation

One Stop Easy Shoppmg

Building, SEE US! P

c WE DON'T JUST SELL ... "
Remodellng, We deliver! bﬂfﬁﬁi’}&ig‘?ﬁe
We install! Humboldt area

Or jUSt repIaCing? Plus we .service after the sale! since 19631

° Your best source for the news,
SUbscrlbe sports and local information
you need every day!

HUMBOLDT

INDEPENDENT

loday!

515.332.2514 + 512 Sumner Ave. * PO Box 157 » Humboldt l\-ﬁf’gﬂgﬁﬁ » EINANGINGIAVN B IE
www.humboldtnews.com !] = Downtown Humboldt | 515.332.1102 | Monday-Thursday 9AM-4PM

JELMELA o
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Ace Hardware is the Place

By APRIL KELLEY

Every once in a while,
everything comes together to
create the perfect situation.
For  Mitch Fridolfson,
Joe McCullough and Ace
Hardware,  that event
occurred in May of 2023.

Mitch Fridolfson opened
the Hardware Hank store
in the spring of 2017 in

conjunction  with his
plumbing and  heating
business, North Central

Iowa Service (NCIS).

As many will remember,
during shutdowns during
COVID, many building
materials became more
difficult to come by. Not
only were the shortages
of supplies due to plant
shutdowns and supply chain
issues, but with more people
being home, there were
more do- it-yourself projects
happening.

Fridolfson discovered
during his research into
those supply chain issues
that Ace Hardware had

superior buying power as

* Farm Drainage
* Tile Repair
* Basements
» Sewer & Water Install
* Site Preparation

well as more backing and
support. He decided to make
the switch from Hardware
Hank to Ace Hardware in

early 2023.
At that same time,
his longtime friend, Joe

McCullough was working
at as a field technician in
Clarion and while he liked
his job, he had always wanted
to run a hardware store.

McCullough, his wife
Heidi and their children,
Jonathan, 10 and Madelyn,
6, live in Thor. The children
attend school in Humboldt
and Heidi owns the Just
Teasin Salon in Humboldt. It
just seemed natural then to
work in Humboldt.

McCullough  practically
grew up in a hardware store.
He was 13 years old when
he started working in his
father’s hardware store in
Humboldt.

McCullough’s father had
purchased the Coast to Coast
Hardware Store in 1992
when McCullough was in
third grade. Several years

* Septic Systems
* Demolition
* Conservation Work
* Site Clearing & Hauling

* Sewer, Water, Septic Repair

Serving the local area since 1977

Phone 515-890-0383
E-mail: jens@humrec.com

JOHN DEERE

-'.--

K.C. NIELSEN LTD

Hwy. 3 East, Humboldt | 515-332-2545 | ww.kcnielsen.com

later, he too changed his
store to an Ace Hardware
Store in 1995.

“I basically grew up in a
hardware store. We moved
to town when I was in third
grade and Dad bought the
store. I started working
there when I was 13 years
old,” McCullough said.

McCullough worked in
the hardware store until he
graduated from high school
and his father closed the
store.

“I got my own place and
moved on butit’s always been
in the back of my mind to get
back into hardware and here
we are,” McCullough said.

Fridolfson needed
someone he would depend
on to help with the transition
and knowing his friend’s
background, negotiated
with him to run the new Ace
Hardware store.

As with most things,
the transition was more
time consuming and had
more snags than they had
anticipated.

“It wasn’t easy, but it

was worth it in the end,”
McCullough said.

“It wasn’t seamless. There
were times when we couldn’t
get product or we were
moving stuff or we didn’t
have things on the shelves,
but we kind of expected that
though,” Fridolfson said.

During the transition, they

RAISE THE BAR BEYOND

did a complete remodel of
the store.

“There wasn’t an inch of
the store we didn’t touch,
spin, turn, move, pack and
restock and we are still doing
it,” McCullough said.

The store is laid out so
the center is more open with
shelves and displays rising

higher towards the back
giving the store a more open
feel.

The store is laid out in
typical  hardware  store
fashion but has quite a few
special features.

They have a full line of
Benjamin Moore and Clarke
Kensington paints along with

your way.

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and various other countries.

©2024 Bobcat Company. All rights reserved. 22086893

If you have the will to take on a tough
project, we have the way to make it look
easy. Look to the Bobcat® compact tractor
lineup and conquer whatever comes

,_,, Bohcat.

One Tough Animal

R & J Material Handling Ltd

FORT DODGE, IA 50501

www.randjmaterialhandling.com

BOBCAT.COM

1864 KOUNTRY LANE

(515) 955-3400

Your Local Source for

HRST STATE BANK
fsbwec.com

OME LOANS

MEMEER

FDIC

=

[

FIND US ON [ f
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all of the necessary supplies
needed for any job.

Their power tools section
includes Milwaukee, DeWalt
and Craftsmen tools.

“When Sears basically
shut down their stores, Ace
picked up Craftsman tools.
We are a full warranty center
for Craftsman tools. There
is nowhere else to take the
stuff,” McCullough said.

Along with power tools,
they also sell Generac
generators.

With summer just around
the corner, they also carry a
large selection of items for
the outdoors.

They have a  full
greenhouse on the grounds

as well as lawn and garden
tools.

They carry Toro, Ego,
Stihl, Honda and Craftsman
mowers, tillers, chainsaws,
hedgers and more. Anything
necessary for lawn care can
be found at the store.

They also have a large
grilling selection. With their
selection of Traeger, Recteq,
Blackstone and Weber grills
and accessories, there is
sure to be something for any
backyard enthusiast.

McCullough has also been
able to carve out a section of
the store in order to display
the many grills available so
buyers can see the actual
item before purchasing.

“We will assemble
and deliver any grill or
lawn mower in the store
in the Humboldt area,”
McCullough said.

The store boasts an entire
aisle of just seasonings
with  every  imaginable
combination for any flavor
palette.

“We also have the largest

selection in the area of
seasonings and rubs for
cooking and  grilling,”
McCullough said.

Most people don’t always
need the bigger ticket items
though. Many people who
come in just need a few
parts or pieces to continue
working on their home

Tools extend down the wall as far as the eye can see at Ace Hardware in Humboldt.

* Steel Roofing
(residential, commercial & agricultural)

* Asphalt Roofing
* Barn & Farm Building Restoration
* Siding & Trim Work ¢ Decks
* Replacement Windows & Doors

FOUR SEASONS GONSTRUGTION INC.

Shane Dickey, Owner * Gilmore City
515-368-2191 cell * 515-373-6352 home

fourseasonsconstructioninc.com

* New Construction ¢ Interior Remodeling

improvement projects.

Ace carries a full selection
of plumbing and electrical
supplies as well as fastening
materials such as nails and
screws and hand tools.

“We have a huge HVAC
department. Our plumbing
and electrical departments
are probably the largest in
the area,” McCullough said.

“Plumbing and HVAC is
almost our niche. We have
pretty much everything they
have available, or pretty
close to,” McCullough said.

77]1,408 & 77](1#

Servmg Iowu Smce 1953

Since 1953

SINCE

One thing that many
people don’t often think
about is that they can rent
larger or more expensive
equipment that they might
only use once or a handful of
times.

“We have everything from
carpet cleaning machines to
tile cutters to bigger things
like skid loaders and mini
excavators. We have post

hole augers and a stump
grinder as well,” McCullough
said.

Many of the products and

services are typical for a
hardware store, but some
are unexpected.

Ace hardware has a
window glass and screen
repair department.

“With the nicer weather,
we have been really busy
with that lately. I think
people are finally finding out
we do it too,” McCullough
said.

They also have a full
service repair department

SEE ACE, 10

FURNITURE

W)‘f&ﬂ&'é?ﬂah‘ \ . \

= FURNITURE ——
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12 MONTH
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

*MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED

1953

FURNITURE THAT LASTS - SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON

EAST ON HIGHWAY BUSINESS 20
ACROSS FROM MENARDS - FORT DODGE - 515-576-7241

WWW.MIKOSANDMATT.COM

HOURS: MON. 9AM-7PM - TUES-THURS. 9AM-6PM
FRI 9AM-5:30PM - SAT. 9AM-5PM - SUN. NOON-4PM

We are your total gardening,
landscaping, and lawn care center!

- Landscaping/-Landscaping Supplies - AWide Selection of Flowers & Perennials - Garden Supplies
- Birdbaths - Bird Feeders & Seed - Phoenix Grills - Grizzly Coolers - Natures Best Patio Furniture

* Concrete * Pole Buildings * Snow Removal

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS!

Free Estimates - Quality Work - Firm Quotes - 25 Years Experience

ATk
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v
USSEN LA‘%
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MCONNIER SMUSSE

*3321778 6r 515.890!

|
707 3rd Ave’S., Dakota City 4065nd St. SW, ‘Cfarlon 515.602.6600
Monday-Friday 9AM-6PM - Saturday 9AM-5PM - Sunday 12- 5PM
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for lawn mowers, small
engine tools and equipment.

Another  thing  that
becomes extremely popular
this time of year is fishing.

Ace  Hardware  carries
nightcrawlers as well as
fishing licenses.

“I think we are the only
place besides the courthouse
where you can buy a fishing
license in Humboldt
County,” McCullough said.

Ace is  also  the
dropshipping location for
UPS.

“People can bring their

'S EIIEE

* Flexsteel * La-Z-Boy

M i"-.'t;.-wngc r

packages in to be shipped
through UPS so that they
don’t have to drive all
the way to Fort Dodge,”
McCullough said.

The dropship station has
become more popular as
people are buying things
online and need a place to
ship their returns from.

Ace Hardware has thrown
their hat into the online
arena as well with their own
app and online ordering
system.

“Our online sales have
really increased. We also

* Simmons ¢ Riverside * Southern Motion ¢ Flexsteel ¢

Downtown Ea

.

READERS
\ ho\C%)

- —

Spring Air launched a Sleep Copper collection with
NatuVerex cover fabric. Designed to help sleepers recover
faster, the material contains a high copper content that can
help reduce inflammation. Beneath the knit cover, the designs
feature varying depths of copper-infused memory foam.

There's copper in the top panel and there’s also copper in
the foams, the benefit comes from the 30% copper content
that’s in the cover, and these mattresses are also very, very
comfortable.

FREE DELIVERY
Quality Home Furnishings

STORE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00
Saturday 9:00-4:00
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have Ace Rewards that help
people to save money by
using the app,” McCullough
said.

Both  Fridolfson and
McCullough felt the change
from Hardware Hank to
Ace Hardware has been a
positive one.

“Everyone really seems to
like the store and its layout.
It’s more open and inviting,”
McCullough said.

McCullough feels that
online sales through the Ace
app will become more and
more popular in the future.

@ffaxsteei

Cal &

FREE DELIVERY
in the Humboldt Area

CHRIST
FURNITURE

and mattress

EAGLE GROVE

o Log-7-7 « |99)SX3|4 « UOIJO|\ UIBYINOS « APISIBAIY « SUOWWIS » AOG-7-B] »

“We are still looking at
areas to expand into. We are
listening to the customers
and may have some plans to
expand,” Fridolfson said.

They are looking into
the possibility of a small
sporting goods department
or expanding other areas of
building materials.

“We really want the
community’s feedback into
what they want and need.
We welcome comments
on ways we can improve,”
McCullough said.

The store employs

Over 80

L AgB O Y

on display!

_ %)eaug/rest WINN

acahnk

- —

Ace employee, Gavin Warden, mixes some paint for a
customer. The store has a full-service paint section where
they can mix paints to match your color scheme.

anywhere from 10-12 people
on the average.

gle Grove

The area’s best
. selection and
service for 76 years!

i

Lo |t e, Y

P
-
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“We are always looking for
full- or part-time people to
work at the store. I think we
have a good atmosphere and
are a good place to work,”
McCullough said.

The store is open from
7 am. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

“Customer service is really
our number one priority.
That is our main driver,”
McCullough said.

McCullough invites
everyone to stop in, grab
a bag of popcorn from the
machine and see all the
changes and check out the
new products available at the
store.

“I think you will find we
have very competitive prices
and a helpful staff who are
always willing to go the extra
mile,” McCullough said.

Subseribe Today!

A to]

the NELES
algreat{gift!

(Call451 5188252514

THE HUMBOLDT INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
512 Sumncr Avenue * PO Box 157
.com [}

H 1dt « www.humbold

Connect
with us on
Facebook!

Humboldt
Newspapers

g5 Like
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Joe McCullough took over as the manager of the hardware store when it changed from

Hardware Hank to Ace Hardware. McCullough'’s father owned the Ace Hardware Store

located on Main Street in Humboldt. Ace Hardware carries a full line of lawn mowers. The walk behind lawn mowers and
riding lawn mowers are displayed in several areas inside the store.

An entire section of the

B® store is dedicated to just | : o )
=] spices. The spices shown ol | I
Y actually wrap around l. | nrrHne]

the shelves and continue
on the other side of the ;
shelving unit.

e

Hwy. 3 East, Gilmore City « 515-375-6090
Mike, Pat & Jason Schall

GUTTERS:!

U N L T € D

*5/6 in. Seamless
Gutters Installation

« Gutter Repair
« K-Style Gutters
« Residential or Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Joe Egdorf » 515-368-3846 THE PROBLEM SOLVERS
WWW.GUTTERSUNLIMITEDIA.COM 515.332.2283 - HUMBOLDT, IA
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Tips when hiring a contractor, get signed documents

Contractors perform
important work for millions
of  homeowners  every
day. Home improvement
projects are complicated
undertakings, and  the
experience of  skilled
contractors can  ensure
jobs are completed on time
and within homeowners’
budgets.

Homeowners have
undoubtedly heard horror
stories from neighbors about
projects that have gone awry.
Projects can go sideways for
a number of reasons, but a
skilled contractor can help
homeowners navigate such
situations successfully. That
underscores how important
it can be to find the right
professional for the job.
The following are some tips
homeowners can consider as
theylook to hire a contractor.

o Identify which
professional you need. Some
contractors are of the jack-of-
all-trades variety, but many
specialize in a particular
line of work. It’s important
that homeowners identify
which type of contractor
they should work with
prior to starting a project.
This requires homeowners
to define the goal of the
project (i.e., new wood floor
installation), which can serve
as a springboard into finding
the right type of contractor.

e Prioritize building safety.
Safety should be the utmost
priority for homeowners

1012 12th St N, Humboldt, IA |

and contractors alike. Prior
to hiring a contractor,
homeowners should identify
any safety restrictions that
might be enforced by local
governments and take note
of all the permits necessaryto
get a job done. Homeowners
can then discuss those
restrictions and permits as
they interview contractors.
Projects that do not adhere
to code are illegal and can
compromise homeowners’
ability to sell their homes
in the future. So it’s vital to
work with contractors who
are familiar with local codes
and aware of which permits
are necessary to ensure a
project can go forward.

e Insist on written
estimates. Handshake
agreements offer no

protection to homeowners
or contractors, so estimates
indicating what will be done
and how much the project
will cost should be provided.
Homeowners should
insist on receiving written
estimates and interpret an
unwillingness to provide one
as a significant red flag.

e Know your rights. Laws
vary by region, but in general
homeowners have a right
to a written contract and
contractors are obligated
to provide a copy of that
contract signed by both
parties. That contract must
be provided prior to the start
of the project. The contract
should provide a detailed

».

account of the work that will
be done, as well as a timeline
indicating important dates
that components of the
project will begin and be
completed. The contract
also should detail materials
and who is providing them.
Details regarding payments,
guarantees and warranties
also should be cited.

e Do not pay in cash.
Some  contractors  may
suggest that the project
will cost less if they’re paid

in cash. However, home
improvements should never
be cash transactions. Cash
does not indicate proof
of payment, which can be
problematic if a dispute
arises.

Contractors help
homeowners turn dream
projects into reality.
Homeowners can employ
various strategies to
ensure they find the right
professional for their home
improvement project.

anytime, anyplace

rowthland

Real Estate

e Property Management

515-332-1863

Deb Almond

Realtor® & Property Manager

Appraisals

515-890-0025
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Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

Gardening is a rewarding
hobby that pays a host of
significant dividends. Many
people love  gardening
because it allows them to
spend time outdoors, and
that simple pleasure is
indeed a notable benefit of
working in a garden. But
the National Initiative for
Consumer Horticulture
notes that  gardening
provides a host of additional
benefits, including helping
people get sufficient levels of
exercise, reduce stress and
improve mood.

With so much to gain
from gardening, it’s no
wonder people look forward
to getting their hands dirty
in the garden each spring.
As the weather warms up,
consider these tips to help
bring a garden back to life.

e Discard the dead weight.
Winter can take its toll on
a garden, even in regions
where the weather between
December and early spring

ISX 800

is not especially harsh.
Discard dead plants that
have lingered into spring
and prune any perennials
that need it. Branches that
fell during winter storms
also should be removed at
this point if they have not
previously been discarded.

o Test the soil. Soil testing
kits can be purchased at local
garden centers and home
improvement retailers. Such
tests are inexpensive and
can reveal if the soil needs
to be amended to help plants
thrive in the months to
come.

e Mulch garden beds.
Mulching benefits a garden
by helping soil retain
moisture and preventing the
growth of weeds. Various
garden experts note that
mulching in spring can
prevent weed seeds from
germinating over the course
of spring and summer. That
means plants won’t have to
fight with weeds for water

STARTING AS LOW AS

$1

ISX 2200

STARTING AS LOW AS

$12,150

ISX 3300

STARTING AS
LOW AS

MOD

Special Financing Available'

'Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments

required. See dealers for details.

$16,900

SHOCKS

0,150

MODEL: 5902084

when the temperature
warms up. It also means
gardeners won’t have to
spend time pulling weeds
this summer.

e Inspect your irrigation
system. Homeowners with
in-ground irrigation systems
or above-ground systems
that utilize a drip or soaker
function can inspect the
systems  before  plants
begin to bloom. Damaged
sprinkler heads or torn lines
can deprive plants of water
they will need to bloom and
ultimately thrive once the
weather warms up.

e Tune up your tools.
Gardening  tools  have
likely been sitting around
gathering dust since fall
Serious gardeners know
that tools can be expensive,
so it pays to protect that
investment by maintaining
the tools. Sharpened pruners
help make plants less
vulnerable to infestation and
infection. Well-maintained

The ISX™ 800 features the next generation in
Ferris® independent suspension technology; the
Forefront™ Suspension System.

FRONT AND REAR ADJ. DUAL COIL OVER

LED HEADLIGHTS

FABRICATED DECK
DECK WIDTHS: 48" / 52 / 60”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Briggs & Stratton® CXI 25HP Carb
Kawasaki® FR730V Carb
Kawasaki®FR730V EFI

MODEL: 5902090

The ISX™ 2200 Take productivity and comfort up
a notch. ISX™ 2200 boasts our most advanced
suspension technology — ForeFront™ Suspension,
ensuring operator comfort.

FOREFRONT™ INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION
SYSTEM WITH SUSPENSION SEAT

23” TURF FRIENDLY REAR TIRES
iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM WITH 2-BELT DECK
DECK WIDTHS: 52" / 60”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series
Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series EFI
Kawasaki® FT730V

Kawasaki® FT730V EFI

EL: 5902067

The ISX™ 3300 takes the premier Ferris® zero turn model
to the next level with the Forefront™ Suspension System for
industry-leading comfort, stability and quality of cut.

FOREFRONT™ SUSPENSION
WITH SUSPENSION SEAT
OIL GUARD™ SYSTEM BY VANGUARD® EXTENDS

OIL CHANGE INTERVALS TO 500 HOURS
iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM
DECK WIDTHS: 60" / 72”

ENGINE OPTIONS:

Vanguard® BIG BLOCK™ EFI-ETC with Oil Guard™
System with 40HP and 9933cc
Vanguard® 36HP BIG BLOCK™ Carb

KAW FX1000V EFI 38hp
KAW FX921V CARB 31hp

Larrol

IMPLEMENT
(515 882.3261 - Lu Verne

Lfn.

tools like shovels and hoes
also make more demanding
gardening jobs a little bit
easier, so don’t forget to
tune up your tools before the

weather warms up. ensure their gardens grow
I’s almost gardening in strong and beautiful this

season,  which  means spring.

gardeners can start on the

necessary prep work to

FlooringAmerica.

|, = ;

DESIGN CENTER

VL 1L A A
e S v v . 4

~ HOME IMPROVEMENTS

The Best

FlooringAmerica

DESIGN CENTER
3026 5th Avenue South
Fort Dodge ° 515-576-4176

THAT PAY OFF!

Flooring - Custom Tile - Countertops - Cabinets

Free Design
Consultation

Countertop Selection

Complete Kitchen
& Bath Projects

Flexible
Financing

Cabinet &

B 4 X

www.flooringamerica-designcenter.com @QOQQOQ @@
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AMERICAN TRV HY S S {cleh §. 1

<1 ACC AARIDA NV Casey Higgins construction L.L.C

C)/ea/{y Youre Best Choice/ @ Orer 36 Yoars Ea/zw/e/we

1420 E. Commercial, Algona
Ph. 515-295-5320

) Humboldt, IA

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS

* Rock Chip Repairs Available 1 —
e Mirrors * Windows ¢ Doors [ ] [ |
e Table Tops ¢ Lock Work e | ay

¢ Repair & Manufacture Screens
- ® Regular Wood Putty Windows
e Plexiglass ¢ Plate Glass

" FREEJESTIMATES! i k(<]
MOBILE!SERVICEJAVAI'ABLERES - BE ISSE R

LUMBER COMPANY

1920 CENTRAL AVENUE, FORT DODGE
Office 515-573-4166 | Fax 515-573-4880 | 1-800-362-2846

Your Full Service Lumberyard

FREE & ailns

Delivery SINCE 1953

ELECTRICAL SERVICE, LLC. Locations: Fort Dodge, Grimes & Coralville

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS - SOLAR POWER
RESIDENTIAL- AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
49 5TH ST SE BADGER, IOWA 50516
Akelectric20@gmail.com - 515-890-9333
24 HOUR SERVICE

"MARVIN & [ 1["%

X _i.:'ri"i'|~?:.!17-f;'fﬁf:ﬂ:'§." _’ ===
SAN D E LUMBER - Supplying since 1972!
PAINT 51523322152
EIVIEETEANEN HARDWARE B3 by 160morth 1| Humboldt

HYNNERS Electric
» Joe Hinners

Contact FB'E/ETEB 5 ’ 5 -B g n -B g B 2
Amy Donahe | vp, Mortgage Loan Officer EﬁTlM = -
e e r hinnersi2egmail.com
(515) 332-7082 Bank lowa NMLS #673681 SErVi"g ""mbn’dt ﬂ"d

the Surrounding Areas
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL AGRICUL TURE

Lets make & kappen!

bankiowa.bank/letsmakeithappen

Q Bank Iowa Humboldt Humboldt Drive-Up Gilmore City @
ING
ww jowa. |

(515) 332.1451 (515) 332.1808 (515) 373.6244

w.bankiowa.bank | Member FDIC




Humbeldt Reminden

Py v
\

Spning Home lmphovement Guide | Wednesday, May 22, 2024 m

Renovations that help sell homes

The adage “there’s a lid
for every pot” suggests that,
even in relation to the real
estate market, there’s bound
to be a buyer for every home
on the market. Price is a
significant variable in the
minds of potential buyers,
but there are additional
factors that can affect the
impression people get of a
given home.

Certain home features
can tip the scales in favor
of sellers. In fact, various
renovations can help sell
homes more readily. And
these renovations need not
cost a fortune. Putting a
home on the market can
be stressful, but these
renovations may help it sell
fast.

e A fresh coat of paint:
Although painting is
relatively inexpensive
and a job that some do-it-
yourselfers can tackle, it’s
not a task relished by many.
Painting is messy, it takes
time, and requires moving
furniture. In fact, prepping
a room for painting often is
the toughest component of
any painting job. But fresh
coats of paint can create
a strong first impression.
Choose a neutral color
and get painting. Jennie
Norris, chairwoman for the

International Association of
Home Staging Professionals,
says gray is a “safe” color
that has been trending in
recent years.

e  Minor  bathroom
remodel: Remove dated
wall  coverings, replace
fixtures, consider re-glazing
or replacing an old tub, and
swap old shower doors for
fast fixes in a bathroom. If
there’s more room in the
budget, replacing a tub,
tile surround, floor, toilet,
sink, vanity, and fixtures
can cost roughly $10,500,
says HGTV. You’ll recoup an
average of $10,700 at resale,
making a minor bathroom
remodel a potentially worthy
investment.

e Redone kitchen: The
kitchen tends to be the
hub of a home. This room
gets the most usage and
attention of any space, and
it’s a great place to focus
your remodeling attention.
The National Association
of the Remodeling Industry
estimates that homeowners
can recover up to 52 percent
of the cost of a kitchen
upgrade upon selling a home.
Buyers want a functional and
updated kitchen. Trending
features include drawer-
style  microwaves  and
dishwashers, = commercial

ranges, hidden outlets and
even wine refrigerators.

e Updated heating and
cooling  system: Better
Homes and Gardens reports
that homeowners may be
able to recoup 85 percent
of the cost of new HVAC
systems when they sell their
homes. Heating, cooling and
ventilation components are
vital to maintain. You don’t
want buyers to be taken
aback by an older system,
and many millennial buyers
are not willing to overlook
old mechanical systems.

e Fresh landscaping: A
home’s exterior is the first
thing buyers will see. If
they pull up to a home with
eye-catching  landscaping
and outdoor areas that are
attractive yet functional,
they’re more likely to be

intrigued. Often buyers will | o

equate a home that features
an  impressive  exterior
with upkeep inside as well.
The American Nursery
Landscape Association says
the average homeowner
may spend $3,500 for
landscaping.

Improving a  home’s

chances to sell quickly and
at a higher price often comes
down to making smart
improvements that catch the
eyes of buyers.

MARCH 14-15 - 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
MARCH 16 - 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Stop in or contact us for
a FREE consultation.

HUMBOLDT, IA
1307 16th Ave N

515-332-9825

Why Choose CLEARY?

(& Starting Our 47th Year Providing the
Best Value in Post Frame Buildings

& Strongest Structure in the Industry
(& We Manufacture & Construct Our Product
@ @ Lifetime Steel Warranty

7 Builders Risk & Full Insurance

& 800-373-5550

O~
CLEARY

BUILDING CORP.

Serving our Clients since 1978

JOIN US FOR OUR...

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

DAYS SALE!

Best Prices of the Season!

@ ClearyBuilding.com
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Building Materials

Lumber
Insulation
Plumbing
Windows
Cabinets

Doors

*
Cl=S Flooring

Community Lumber Supply

We Sell Flooring
TILE AND MORE

We've got what you need for any project you're planning to do!

COMMUNITY LUMBER SUPPLY, INC

17 South Broadway ® West Bend ¢ 515.887.2981 ¢ Toll Free 866-484-6964
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